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1963: SI Palm Desert was chartered on 

November 16th with 23 members.  

1965:  The third club President, Marie 

Lawrie-Smith became the first woman to be 

named Manager of a United California Bank 

(now Bank of the West).  

1965:  President Lawrie-Smith issued each 

club member a Master Card, making them 

among the first women to have the power 

to “Charge It!”  

1967:  SIPD started publishing the monthly 

newsletter “Desert Dimensions.”  This 

tradition continues today as our monthly 

“Plan Ahead Newsletter.” 

1968:  The club sponsored a Sigma Society 

for High School girls interested in service.   

1970:  SIPD reached out to join with a sister 

club in Nelson, New Zealand.   

1971:  SIPD and the Parks Foundation of the 

City of Palm Desert, supported by Frank 

Sinatra, dedicated the Christina Sinatra 

Teen Center to provide teens in the desert 

with a safe gathering place.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1977:  SIPD started hosting an annual Mr. 

Palm Desert contest as their major 

fundraiser.   

1982:  SIPD and 8 other area Soroptimist 

clubs banded together to establish a 

recovery home for women in Desert Hot 

Springs.  The Soroptimist House of Hope 

continues to rehabilitate women to this 

day.  

1983:  Celebrating 20 years of service, the 

club roasts two-time Club President, Sheila 

Gilligan, Palm Desert City Clerk.  This 

fundraiser supported the passage of 

Proposition A, a fire protection effort.   

1984:  SIPD sponsored the formation of 

many other clubs in the Coachella Valley 

including SI La Quinta.   

1985:  SIPD sponsored a Health Fair at Palm 

Desert Town Center that drew 1,300 people 

for free health screenings.   

1985:  Provided funds for tracking collars 

for the Big Horn Sheep in the Santa Rosa 

Mountains. 
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1986:  President Edy Levy presented a 

$1,000 check to Terry Green, then Director 

of Developmental Education of COD to 

furnish a childcare center.  The center then 

served 100 children a day.  

1989:  The Soroptimist House of Hope 

opened a transition house in Banning and a 

half-way house in Palm Springs.  Both 

locations aided in transitioning women back 

into the workforce.  From 2004 to 2020, 

SIPD members and supporters provided 

$66,332 to the SHOH.   

1993:  Shelter From the Storm opens a 45-

bed facility in the valley after five long years 

of planning and fundraising by various 

groups including SIPD. 

1994-99:  SIPD pledged to raise $50,000 

over five years for the Children’s 

Soroptimist Story Room at the Palm Desert 

Library on Fred Waring.  A Plaque in the 

lobby is dedicated to our club.  

1994:  SIPD began hosting an annual event 

called “Take the Big C out of Cancer” with 

proceeds going to the Desert Cancer 

Foundation whose President was club 

member Sheila Gilligan.  

1995:  SIPD joined with 2 other valley 

Soroptimist clubs to host a teen forum to 

provide an opportunity for students to 

meet and share experiences and discuss 

solutions to issues they selected.  The topics 

of concern were Teen Pregnancy and Gang 

Violence.  

1996:  SIPD held a fundraising luncheon for 

the retirement of City Manager Bruce 

Altman.   

1996:  The club purchased two “Baby Think 

it over” dolls and donated them to Palm 

Desert High School’s teen pregnancy 

prevention program.   

1997:  SIPD partnered with Home Depot 

(who donated $400 in goods) and students 

from PDHS Peer Assistance Program and 

several contractors to make over the yard 

of a Palm Desert resident whose property 

had fallen into disrepair.   

1999:  The club held the inaugural “Art and 

Wine Tour” on El Paseo.  This annual event 

raised tens of thousands of dollars that was 

donated back to the community.   

2000s:  SIPD marched in many Palm Desert 

Golf Cart Parades in October.  Members Ella 

Manor and Cathy Brown Wellins generously 

let the club decorate their golf carts.  

2003:  SIPD celebrates their 40th 

Anniversary.   

2004-08:  SIPD committed to work with 

Women to Women International to sponsor 

women who were victims of war in Bosnia, 

Kosovo and Rwanda.  Over the years, 11 

women graduated the program which 

taught them life skills and a path toward 

economic freedom.  

2004-05:  Club members responded to the 

Boxing Day Tsunami in Asia by sending 

$1,610 to Soroptimist clubs in Indonesia.   

2005:  SIPD sent $1,650 to the Red Cross 

and SI Palm Springs to purchase and deliver 

food and clothing to the victims of 

Hurricane Katrina.  



2006:  One of the signature SIA award 

programs is the Violet Richardson Award 

named for the first President of a 

Soroptimist Club in California.  Over the 

years, SIPD has awarded thousands of 

dollars to local women making a difference 

in the Coachella Valley.  

2006:  Club members and husbands 

(Soroptimisters) spent a day of service 

making over rooms at the Coachella Valley 

Rescue Mission.  $3,000 was spent on 

materials and furniture to rehab several 

bedrooms.  

2007:  SIPD donated $3,000 to hidden 

Harvest.   

2007:  $1,000 was donated to Safe House of 

the Desert. Safe House provides Emergency 

Shelter, Intervention and Outreach services 

to youth in crisis in Thousand Palms.    

2008:  Emergency disaster assistance of 

$1,500 was sent to Waypoint Services for 

Women and Children in Cedar Rapids Iowa 

after more devasting hurricane flooding at 

the request of an Iowa Soroptimist Club.  

2008-11:  Under the Presidency of Ann 

Miller, the club pledged a multiyear 

fundraising project to raise $30,000 for 

Olive Crest to expand its facility in Thousand 

Palms.  The money enabled Olive Crest to 

continue their support of abused children in 

the valley.   

2010s:  Soroptimists ring the bell for the 

Salvation Army in front of Trader Joe’s in 

Palm Desert.   

2008:  SIPD donates $1,000 to support CASA 

of Riverside County.  Court Appointed 

Special Advocates provide voices for 

children in court proceedings.  

2008:  Cash donations were given to the 

Coachella Valley Animal Campus.  

2011:  Funds were sent to SI Joplin Missouri 

to assist with flood relief.  

2013:  SIPD celebrated their 50th 

Anniversary.   

2014:  SIPD partnered with Palm Desert 

Sister Cities to celebrate the life’s work of 

past Mayor and Councilwoman Jean 

Benson.  The sold-out luncheon at Desert 

Willow raised money for the Sister Cities 

Program.   

2015:  SIPD began a multiyear partnership 

with Desert Best Friend’s Closet in Palm 

Desert which educates and empowers 

Coachella Valley residents for success 

finding employment.  Our members 

donated clothing and assisted in outfitting 

their clients in new clothes.  

2016:  Under SIPD President Betsy Kreger, a 

teacher and education expert, the club 

began donating books to local schools as 

speaker gifts.  Beneficiaries included Lincoln 

Elementary in PD and Mecca Elementary in 

the East Valley.  

2017:  President Becky Goebel arranged for 

club members to meet and mentor women 

seeking to change their lives from being 

“Homeless to Home Sweet Home” in the 

CVRM New Life Program.   

2017:  SIPD sent disaster relief funds to SI 

Alvin (Houston, Texas) to assist with 

recovery from Hurricane Harvey.  



2018:  Members gathered to assemble a 

history of the club into binders and donated 

the books and photos to the Historical 

Society of Palm Desert for preservation.  

2019:  Members continued partnering with 

the Coachella Valley Rescue Mission by 

bringing in pizza and movie night and 

donating 570 pairs of underwear.  

2020:  Our Live Your /Dream Award, held 

March 4, 2020, turned out to be our last in-

person SIPD gathering as the pandemic 

began settling in with all its anguish and 

disruptiveness, horror of sickness and death 

all around.  At this meeting we escalated 

our potential impact for increases in our 

awards, number of awards and launch of 

the new Sullivan Grant for our first-place 

honoree next year.  Our new high of $6,000 

was raised to award to our three LYD 

winners this year. 

2020:  SIPD purchased and delivered 30 

headsets to a third-grade class at Salton Sea 

Elementary to help children struggling to 

learn at home in crowded conditions. 

2021:  The Phyllis Sullivan Award was 

created from a generous annual donation 

from former Mayor of Indio, Glenn Miller to 

honor his mother annually as part of our 

Live Your Dream event.  

2021:  Members donated $765 to the club’s 

100 Year Challenge to celebrate 100 years 

of Soroptimist.  

2021:  While in person fundraising events 

had to be cancelled for nearly two years, 

the club was able to pivot to virtual 

fundraising via a partnership created by 

member Rose Mary Jameson.  She 

developed a "pop up personal fundraiser" 

to raise money by purchases from The 

Pampered Chef product line to Soroptimist 

House of Hope.  Resulting in over $700 

raised to purchase and surprise the 

residents with all their branded cooking 

implements for the house.  In addition, 

members supplied the house with a BBQ, 

quilts, and food during the pandemic.   


