
FROM THE DESERT - TO THE ISLANDS - TO THE DESERT 

 THE COMMON DENOMINATOR:  SWAYING PALMS! 

PLAN AHEAD  
                                                             Soroptimist International of Palm Desert newsletter, July 2021  

                                                                                                                                Glad to be home again!  

-Doris Churry, Editor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Thank you guest editor Susan  
for a beautiful job:  May and  
June PLAN AHEAD! 



 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEW BOARD OF DIRECTORS! 

THANK YOU GOVERNOR LAURIE MOSES, INSTALLING OFFICER 

    

    

 

  

  

 
  

 
 
 
 
 

Jacquie Gunning, President, 2021-22 and Cathy Brown, President 2020-21 
Jacquie’s Theme:  “Individually we are one drop; together we are an ocean!” 



 
  

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

Our new board of directors was officially installed on 

June 16th.  Many thanks to Governor Laurie Moses for 

performing our official installation ceremony.  Shout 

outs and big thanks to Leanna Petitt for the delicious 

salmon and Marie Newton for generously providing 

some bubbly for us to enjoy.  Very nice to meet and to 

welcome our prospective new member Karin Roberts and Soroptimister 

David Roberts; Karin will be transferring from SI Riverside club. 

As we brave this ridiculous summer weather, be thinking of ways to raise 

money, recruit new members and support young deserving women in the 

Coachella Valley.  Other than that we don’t have much to do!  We will have 

a planning session for the upcoming year and I’ll send an email this week.  

If any members other than board members are interested in attending, 

please send me a note or call and I will be happy to include you! 

I am excited to begin a new club year and a new chapter for Palm Desert 

Soroptimist.  Stay cool and safe travels to all!            -President Jacquie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SIPD Challenge to Celebrate 100 Years of Soroptimist 

-Susan Browne Rosenberg 

In January of 2021, Lori Oliver suggested that each member of our club pledge to do something 

100 times this year to Celebrate 100 years of Soroptimist.   Many members immediately chimed 

in with excellent ideas.  Our goal is to complete our pledges by October 3rd, 2021. 

Janice Heronema will hike 100 miles, many of them with the Canyon Cougars Club shown below. 

Our club has partnered with Friends of the Desert Mountains on several projects over the years.   

A number of members of SIPD are 

also members of FODM.  Janice is 

standing in this photo sixth from 

the left.  She also contributed 

$100 to this SIPD 100-year 

project.   

Ella Manor will pray for 

Soroptimist for 100 days and knit 

100 liners/caps for their helmets 

for the Marines at Twentynine 

Palms Marine Corps Base.  

Becky Goebel pledged to take 10,000 steps for 100 days effective 1/24/2021 to be completed 

May 4, 2021.  That's 1 million steps for Becky and $100 to SIPD when completed! 

Lori Oliver raised over $100 for our club by cutting off her long ponytails during a club Zoom 

meeting.  This was quite spontaneous and brought much laughter and tears to the meeting.  She 

challenged each member 

on the call to make a 

donation and when we hit 

$100, the scissors came 

out!  Lori donated $40 and 

the rest came from 

members who could not 

believe that she actually 

whacked off a giant pony 

tail while we watched – and 

then another!  

 WTG Lori! 



Beth Irish spent 100 hours sewing and quilting to make 10 quilts.  She also donated $35 to the 

club.  This St. Patrick’s day quilt was Beth’s tenth.  The quilts were donated to various 

organizations including the Soroptimist House of Hope and 

Olive Crest.  

Mary Kay Berlier contributed $105 to the 100 year 

Challenge.  

Leanna Petitt contributed $100 to the 100 year Challenge. 

Margaret Henderson contributed $100 to the 100 year 

Challenge. 

Susan Browne Rosenberg is compiling a list of 100 actions 

that the club has taken to help our community in our 57-

year history.  The list is long and will be completed during 

the summer of 2021.   

Doris Churry pledged a dollar a mile and swam laps for 100 

miles and donated $100 on June 1, 2021. 

Any more projects to meet our SIPD challenge to celebrate 

100 years of Soroptimist?  Get creative and join in – we 

have until October to participate in the tribute! 

SIA 100th celebration!  Join together on September 25 and 26, 2021 for our SIA Virtual 100th 

Anniversary celebration.  Highlights: opening SIA historic time capsule/exhibit of early 

years/interactive game show with prizes/launch of new SIA video/engaging speakers!  

#Soroptimist100                 Register at Soroptimist.org   $40 until July 2 -- $50 until September 17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALSO FUN:  Join in on the fun of the additional 100th BIRTHDAY PARTY on October 1 – 3.  A century 

of Soroptimists transforming the lives of women and girls around the world is definitely 

something worth celebrating twice.  Sign up online today!   



 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 

A “Day of Hope” Luncheon 
Saturday, September 18, 20 21 @11am 

 

Our event is moving online this year. 

Join us from the comfort of your home as we celebrate 40 years of helping 

low-income women with substance abuse disorders achieve lasting sobriety 

and self-sufficiency. 

We’ll be presenting a new video highlighting our efforts along with an exciting, 

interactive online Silent Auction featuring a number of “must-have” items and 

services! 

A “DAY OF HOPE” IS:  FREE! 

Check your email for updates and an RSVP link in July 



THE TRAVELING SOROPTIMIST 

-Doris Churry 

I have enjoyed zooming in with club meetings from Maui.  Lori 

has been doing this right along and now I am hoping that all 

members want to zoom in while on their travels near and far!  

Both Marie and Janice have said they intend to participate and it 

will be cool if those who can do it will continue the practice! 

At the first of May we moved over to our second villa.  Now we 

are closer to the ocean at Bay Villas.  Actually a “peek-a-boo 

view” as we call it in real estate.  We can see a section of beach 

about 75 feet wide and can watch the surf break and roll in and 

tell whether it’s high or low tide.  As luck would have it, this is right where surfers hang to try and catch their 

waves; it’s beginner-sized surf but fun to watch anyway. 

A short drive east is a U.S. National Park:  D.L. Fleming Beach.  A life guard station, bunches of picnic benches and 

a large, lovely crescent beach, flanked by pines and lush trees and bushes.  We spent a couple hours people and 

surf watching.  Good fun for us.  Taking a picnic tomorrow or the next day.  This is one of our favorite spots.  Mile 

marker 20 on Highway 30 is a good roadside State Park, one of many, family-friendly beaches for picnicking and 

getting in the swim.  The benches are very available and greatly used by tourists and locals alike.  Things we did 

NOT do are:  Kapalua zipline, drive to Hana, catamaran snorkels, whale watching, bicycle down from volcano 

watching on Haleakala at sunrise (notice how many things are off-putting to me now! Lol) and so on.  We have 

realized that we are glad we did all the challenges and wide 

variety of island diversions in our previous Maui visits.  This 

trip we are more content to back off and take it easy and 

smell the plumeria trees.  And they are abundant.  Hope 

some of you got to see the pictures I posted on Facebook 

of the wide variety of hibiscus I encountered when I had my 

camera; their diversity is so exciting.  I have my eye on a 

couple of others before I can stop taking their pics!  Ha.   

Hope to zoom in on spring conference coming up.  Weird 

to be participating due to the time change.  It is 9am here 

and noon at home.  Thanks to my cell phone I can keep 

track of the time differences.  Love my new cell phone BTW.  

We have actually given up our landline but my number remains the same.  Still working to become comfortable 

with this new way of communications.  But:  I’m on it! 

The days and nights here on Maui are “user friendly”.  The daily scene is a movable art feast.  It is constantly 

changing and worthy of note and comment.  It is tranquilizing and mentally inspiring.  You must watch the coco 

palms at all times as they wave incessantly to command your attention in the omnipresent trade winds.  The air 

is fragrant.  Consider that alone.  So wonderful.  The islands are an inspiration to the soul and make you thankful 

for your blessings.  I am thankful for mine and have been enjoying our time in this island paradise.  Soon we will 

be returning to our desert paradise and to our friendships so neglected this past year – be seeing you very soon 

now!  Aloha friends! 



SIPD SUMMER “SNiPiTTS” 
Successful launching and wrap up of our website, as planned.  Thanks to Hanson 

Grant our club employed Spot Marketing to establish a new SIPD website and train 

members to be webmasters for us.  Hanson Grant covered the one-time Spot 

Marketing fee of $1,500 with no additional charges for Hosting; GoDaddy has now 

been given the Web Hosting contract for $20.29 monthly, beginning June 2021.  Thank you 

Brenda Langford and Becky Goebel for assuring that we were treated fairly in this prolonged deal. 

  

      

 

 

From Marie Newton in Boston – All I can say is that we are having a wonderful time 

in Boston where I think the heat here is higher than the desert because of the 

humidity – that is awful!  We are here with good friends 

and are on Cape Cod for the week, staying at my sister’s 

home on the Cape.  Good times.  

 

 

 

PALM DESERT AREA COUNTRY CLUB 

 

No PDACC report this month, as it was a mixer 

for June and I just didn’t go!  I’ll attend the July 

13 breakfast meeting and report next time.   

The Dream It * Be It Committee will be meeting in July on a date TBA.  Our 

plan is to have this event in the month of October.  Exciting to have a date!                                              

-Betsy Kreger 

 



Here is the story about my sewing 

room!  A workroom revision…TAKE 

FIVE.  As hard as it would be to 

believe, one area in our home has 

suffered through five renovation 

episodes.  I’m lucky enough to have a separate sewing room that is attached 

to our garage.  Think golf cart area in a three-car-garage, completely outfitted 

with finished walls with a very nice A/C unit, and it’s had more flooring 

installed and work done than three homes! 

We always knew our property had a low spot, but it was never so apparent as 

when the water started to flow!  The first was so long ago our granddaughter 

was the only little one in our lives and she was barely one; she’s now eight.  

Thankfully, a neighbor’s pool man noticed the problem in the early morning 

and alerted me to the flooding, caused by a burst pipe in our pool system.  A 

quick look inside the room (with the baby on my hip) provided a big shock!  

One of my sewing machines was running on its own – spooky!  And the floor 

was covered with three inches of water, also flowing out to the driveway 

under the garage door.  

Fast forward through 

the following years and almost the same has happened 

again and again.  Once by an error in the sprinkler system, 

once by a freak monsoon storm in August, a floor replaced 

because of termites (water damage due to flooding) and 

now lastly, early this year another minor flood because of 

a water heater gone rogue.  We’ve had the low-ground 

issue addressed.  I know lots about French drains, raised 

doorways and sloped concrete, so hopefully all threats 

have been diminished.  Only time will tell, but in the 

meantime, we’re now installed waterproof vinyl flooring 

that looks like a modern wood treatment.  Oh, and I’ve 

purged each time so there is less to manage.   But you 

can’t talk me out of my machines!  Currently, there are five sewing machines up and running at any given time, 

from a vintage Featherweight Singer circa 1954 to a mid-size Quilting machine, aptly called George. 

I’m off to begin another project.  “Sew” long for now!             -Rose Mary Jameson 

   

  

   

 

THANK YOU Governor Laurie Moses for honoring SIPD and conducting Installation! 

 



Golden West Region LYD WINNER Makes the BIG Time! 

Brittany (SI of Arizona Peaks), our winner from our Golden West Region, is one of three finalists 

at the SIA Federation Live Your Dream awards at virtual 100th Anniversary convention event, held 

on September 25 and 26.  A rare as hen’s teeth winning moment!  Register today! 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCING A FIRST!  ALL DISTRICTS FALL MEETING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ROAD TRIP! 

October 8 and 9, Fountain Hills, Arizona at the “We-Ko-Pa Resort”:  Friday night, “Pennies from 

Heaven fundraiser / Saturday morning, District Breakouts / Saturday night, “Roaring 20’s” party! 

THE CALL to All Districts Fall Meeting is coming out July 14th 



NEW RECIPES! 

-Rose Mary Jameson 

It’s Summertime and the perfect moment to try more recipes now 

that the new Instapot has arrived!  Try this recipe, Cameron’s Ground 

Turkey Salsa Ranchera, to make yummy Ranchera–flavored tacos, 

first with the Saute setting and then the High-Pressure setting.  I write 

this on Taco Tuesday after all… 

And if you don’t want to cook at home, try our new favorite taco 

place, (my hubby likes their Chile Colorado) Taqueria Teotihuacan in 

La Quinta.  Or another fave, La Flor Jalisco in Bermuda Dunes.  Or, if 

you are in Palm Desert try Fresh Agave for their Chicken Mole.  But I 

digress, back to taco making. 

Any more favorite Mexican restaurants that all of you can recommend? 

Cameron's Ground Turkey Salsa 

Ranchera for Tacos and Burritos 
Rating: 5 stars 

It doesn't get much easier than this -- lean ground turkey and salsa ranchera combined and made in 

a pressure cooker such as Instant Pot®. Perfect for tacos, burritos, or even a taco salad. 

1 tsp Canola oil 

1 ¼ pound lean ground turkey 

1 7 oz can Salsa Ranchera, such as HERDEZ 

 

Heat oil in Instant Pot on the Saute setting.  Add ground turkey, cook and stir until mostly browned, 

about 5 minutes.  Add Salsa Ranchera and stir to combine. 

 

Close and lock the lid.  Select High Pressure according to manufacturer’s instructions; set timer for 

15 minutes.  Allow 10 or 15 minutes for pressure to build. 

 

Release pressure carefully, according to the instructions, using quick-release method – about 5 

minutes.  Unlock and remove lid. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.allrecipes.com/recipe/262536/camerons-ground-turkey-salsa-ranchera-for-tacos-and-burritos/?utm_source=emailshare&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=email-share-recipe&utm_content=20210629


THE ART OF TABLESCAPING 
-Lorraine Morris, SI Montclair-Inland Valley 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Love my 4th of July table setting.  Runner came from Kirklands, 
placemats from Home Goods, plates from Cracker Barrel.  
Chair decorations from the $1 Store.  Silverware from Target.   

 
As you can see, I find 
stuff everywhere to 
build my tablescapes.  
Always on sale and 
always during my 
bargain shopping.  My mantle courtesy of Hobby 
Lobby and Kirkland.  
Wine bottles are from 
my Wilson Creek 
winery habit.  Got the 
bottle cork lights off 
of Amazon – what a 
find those were! 


