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LONG AWAITED – THANKS TO STANLEY E. HANSON FOUNDATION 

 Our Story  

It’s not like we haven’t given it “the old school try” over the years, because we have.  Somehow 

though it just did not catch on with the general membership.  Difficult to manipulate, time 

consuming, not kept up-to-date, all but forgotten, unused and overlooked, it just never satisfied 

the growing need for having a website.  Now, times have changed and our board of directors felt 

strongly about the need for proper representation of our club on the web.  “What would people 

see when they tried to search:  SI Palm Desert?”  Well, we were tasked with reimagining an SIPD 

site!  Our Hanson Grant provided the stimulus to obtain professional web development and also 

train our members how to maintain the site.  Which they did.  We have a video of our tutorial 

and can reference that when guidance is needed.  Becky and Doris are our webmasters and have 

committed to site maintenance.  Time for you to check out our site now!  Please give us feedback 

so that this is the vehicle which represents all of us!         -Doris and Becky 

http://www.soroptimistpalmdesert.org/


I don’t know how many of you have seen the 

progress that Susan has made so far on her quest to 

Celebrate 100 Years of Soroptimist International 

and 57 years of Soroptimist International of Palm 

Desert (it’s on our new website), but I have enjoyed 

the trip down memory lane.  

 

I am celebrating 35 years of membership in this club 

and am grateful for this club for so many reasons---

the lives we impact, the special women who call 

themselves Soroptimists and the ability to make a 

difference locally and globally.  I can’t believe that it 

has been 25 years since I was President of this club 

for the first time.  During my first presidency, we 

started The Art and Wine Tour of El Paseo which was our signature fundraiser for many years. 

We started our fundraising effort to raise $50,000 for the Children’s Room at the PD/COD Library 

that was being built, and held a number of garage sales at the Newman Center church where my 

boys and I slept over to “guard” our valuable junk (along with some other dedicated members). 

 

I think back on these times, since this year has been a year like no other.  Yet, our club has 

persevered.  We awarded 3 LYD scholarships and awarded the Phyllis Sullivan award for the first 

time.  We adopted a classroom at the Salton Sea and made a difference for the teacher and 

students.  We provided needed supplies for the House of Hope and will provide more necessary 

items at our annual shower April 7.  And, we found ways to generate funds in a most challenging 

time.  We stepped up as members through personal projects like Being Flocked, contributed 

monthly amounts, and even applied for grants that were approved:  thank you Jacquie! 

 

We also found ways to stay connected.  Zoom meetings were well attended and Rose Mary and 

her peeps found ways to keep us entertained with her holiday-themed events.  

Hopefully, the Two Shot Party can soon be planned. 

 

This year has flown by and, while it’s not over, I think that we can all look back with satisfaction 

and a sense of accomplishment.  I hope that you are all planning on attending the Virtual Spring 

Conference May 20-22: SO easy to Register!   Also, please consider how you can lead the club 

next year and what board position you may be interested in when the nominating committee 

reaches out to you.  The club needs all of us!                             -President Cathy 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 7, 2021 ZOOM AT NOON 
Our “shower” for the women at Soroptimist House of Hope 

Rose Mary has been collecting your donations 

“Let’s spread a little love in the House!” 

 
MONDAY, APRIL 19, 2021 ZOOM AT NOON 

SIPD Board of Directors Meeting 
 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21, 2021 ZOOM AT NOON 
SIPD Business Meeting 

 
 
 

 
In the planning stage:  In person gathering! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“SIPD TWO SHOTS PARTY” 
Everyone who has had “two COVID shots” 

and two weeks have elapsed since then, is invited. 
Social gathering to celebrate! 

T.B.A.



 

INSIDE THE CITY OF PALM DESERT 

 
 

-Deborah Glickman, Business Associate 
City of Palm Desert 

  
Hello Soroptimists! 
 
The City of Palm Desert has welcomed a new City Manager, Todd 
Hileman, and I thought I would share his bio with you so you can get to 
know a bit about him. 
  
Todd Hileman became the City Manager of Palm Desert in March, 2021. 
He came to the City after serving from January 2017 through February 
2021 as City Manager in Denton, TX, a rapidly growing suburb of Dallas 
with a population of approximately 150,000. Prior to that, Hileman served from 2004-2016 as 
Village Manager of Glenview, IL, a north Chicago suburban community with a population of nearly 
50,000. Hileman led a transformation of business practices in Glenview to emphasize efficiency, 

customer service and innovation. In previous assignments, he 
served as City Manager and Assistant City Manager of 
Avondale, AZ, from 2000 to 2004 and as City Administrator for 
the cities of Delavan, WI and Vandalia, MO. His local 
government experience spans more than 25 years. 
 
Hileman holds a Bachelor of Science degree Magna Cum 
Laude from Arizona State University and a Master of Public 
Administration from Northern Illinois University. He received 
the City Manager of the Year award from the Illinois Assistant 
Municipal Management Association (IAMMA), and the Village 
of Glenview received the Community Partnership Award from 
the International City/County Management Association 
(ICMA). He regularly speaks on change management and 

alternative service delivery in local government to ICMA, IAMMA, and other audiences. 
 
Reminder that the City still has free PPE (face masks and hand sanitizer) available for its 
businesses.  If you would like some PPE, or if I can assist with anything else, please feel free to 
contact me at dglickman@cityofpalmdesert.org or 760-776-6441.  

mailto:dglickman@cityofpalmdesert.org


WE HAVE A VARIETY of small 

personal projects this year in 

lieu of our collective ability to 

conduct a major fundraiser 

and so I am reminding you 

about our:  $25 monthly 

contribution to SIPD instead of 

the twice-a-month luncheon 

expense.  Many of us have 

chosen a wide variety of 

amounts and timing to 

contribute – these funds are 

held to help offset the expense 

of our increased Live Your 

Dream Awards.  Already we 

have met our goal, but we 

need you to keep your pact 

and continue to contribute to 

support our LIVE YOUR 

DREAM major outlay of funds 

it takes to present our $6,000 

awards to our three SIPD 

winners. 

Thank you SIPD members! 

 

 

YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO APRIL 7 SHOH SHOWER PARTY! 
 

Your items can be dropped off at President Cathy’s office (44672 Monterey, Palm Desert) and 
your cash donation can be sent to our P.O. Box 13997, Palm Desert 92255. 
 

Our April 7 program meeting will feature our House of Hope shower and 
hosting the current DHS house residents.  It will be lovely to see and hear 
them and support their efforts to overcome their substance abuse 
experiences and to encourage them on their way to a new life through 
our Soroptimist House of Hope program.  Click in for our zoom to show 
them that you have their back and will be there for them!   



 

  

 

 

OUR SIPD BRANDINI TOFFEE SALES FUNDRAISING PROJECT 

Happy Spring to One and All! 

-Jacquie Gunning, Fundraising Director 

Shout outs and high fives to those who have stepped up and sold 
Brandini Toffee.  Big thanks to Christine and Doris, who have been 
consistent with bringing in orders.  And, big thanks to Ella for a nice big 
order as well! 
The good news is I have extended the deadline for the last round of 
orders to March 29th, (check with me to see if you can add a late order) 
as we have been able to get orders very quickly from Brandini and you 
should get your order before Easter, if that is important to you. 
The bad news is we are very behind our goal of raising $2,000.  It sure 

would be nice to get some additional momentum going. 
Call or email orders to me or mail to 47115 Via Orvieto, La Quinta CA 92253.  That’s all I got, now 
please go sell some Brandini! 
 

JUST REMEMBER 
Forget the scale and make the sale! 

 Make the world a sweeter place  
Everything is better with chocolate 

Candy makes an excellent bribe 
Chocolate is cheaper than therapy 

A balanced diet is chocolate in both hands 
When life gives you lemons, throw them back and ask for chocolate 

There is nothing better than a friend, unless it’s a friend with chocolate 
  

 

  

  



VIRTUAL GWR SPRING CONFERENCE – MAY 20-22, 2021 

 

Benefits from attending our virtual GWR Spring Conference 

TRAVEL IS LIMITED TO GOING FROM YOUR LIVING ROOM TO WHERE YOUR COMPUTER IS! 

ONE WORD:  FREE! 

EVERY ONE OF US CAN ATTEND – THIS WILL BE A RECORD 

YOU WILL LEARN A GREAT DEAL ABOUT SOROPTIMIST 

ALL THESE REASONS ARE WHY YOU ALWAYS WANTED TO GO BUT NEVER DID.  NOW YOU CAN. 

THE BIG PARTY IS A “PAJAMA PARTY ++PEARLS”.  PERFECT!  WE ALREADY KNOW HOW TO DO THIS. 

SUPER EASY TO SIGN UP ON LINE:  I SIGNED UP FOR EVERYTHING AND WILL ATTEND FROM MAUI! 

IT IS ALWAYS WONDERFUL TO SEE ALL THE SOROPTIMISTS FROM ALL AROUND THE REGION 

SUPPORT OUR LYD AWARDEE LACI MURPHY – 12 WINNERS ARE ALL BEING AWARDED/RECOGNIZED 

BANQUET COST:  ZERO – GASOLINE COST:  ZERO – HOTEL ROOM: ZERO – REGISTRATION:  ZERO 

EXCELLENT WORKSHOPS AND YOU CHOOSE FROM FOUR OFFERINGS ON TOPICS YOU LIKE 

ATTEND FROM YOUR OWN COMFORTABLE CHAIR! 

MAKE IT YOUR BUSINESS TO KNOW ABOUT SOROPTIMIST AND SIPD AND HAVE A HIGH OLD TIME DOING IT! 

SEE YOU AT OUR VIRTUAL SPRING CONFERENCE LADIES 

DELEGATES:  PRESIDENT CATHY, SUSAN BROWNE ROSENBERG, BECKY GOEBEL 

No cost REGISTRATION and workshop SIGNUP:  ASAP!   www.goldenwestregion.org 

 

 

 

  

http://www.goldenwestregion.org/


WHEN YOU’VE BEEN FULLY VACCINATED 

-CDC Guidance, Updated March 23, 2021 
Courtesy of Susan Browne Rosenberg 

  

COVID-19 vaccines are effective at protecting you from getting sick. Based on what we know about COVID-19 
vaccines, people who have been fully vaccinated can start to do some things that they had stopped doing because 
of the pandemic. 

We’re still learning how vaccines will affect the spread of COVID-19. After you’ve been fully vaccinated against 
COVID-19, you should keep taking precautions in public places like wearing a mask, staying 6 feet apart from 
others, and avoiding crowds and poorly ventilated spaces until we know more. 

Have You Been Fully Vaccinated?  People are considered fully vaccinated: 

 2 weeks after their second dose in a 2-dose series, such as the Pfizer or Moderna vaccines, or 
 2 weeks after a single-dose vaccine, such as Johnson & Johnson’s Janssen vaccine 

If it has been less than 2 weeks since your 1-dose shot, or if you still need to get your second dose of a 2-dose 
vaccine, you are NOT fully protected. Keep taking all prevention steps until you are fully vaccinated. 

What’s Changed - If you’ve been fully vaccinated: 

 You can gather indoors with fully vaccinated people without wearing a mask. 
 You can gather indoors with unvaccinated people from one other household (for example, visiting with 

relatives who all live together) without masks, unless any of those people or anyone they live with has 
an increased risk for severe illness from COVID-19. 

 If you’ve been around someone who has COVID-19, you do not need to stay away from others or get 
tested unless you have symptoms. 

o However, if you live in a group setting (like a correctional or detention facility or group home) and 
are around someone who has COVID-19, you should still stay away from others for 14 days and 
get tested, even if you don’t have symptoms. 

What Hasn’t Changed - For now, if you’ve been fully vaccinated: 

 You should still take steps to protect yourself and others in many situations, like wearing a mask, staying 
at least 6 feet apart from others, and avoiding crowds and poorly ventilated spaces. Take these 
precautions whenever you are: 

o In public 
o Gathering with unvaccinated people from more than one other household 
o Visiting with an unvaccinated person who is at increased risk of severe illness or death from COVID-

19 or who lives with a person at increased risk 
 You should still avoid medium or large-sized gatherings. 
 You should still delay domestic and international travel. If you do travel, you’ll still need to follow 

CDC requirements and recommendations. 
 You should still watch out for symptoms of COVID-19, especially if you’ve been around someone who is 

sick. If you have symptoms of COVID-19, you should get tested and stay home and away from others. 
 You will still need to follow guidance at your workplace. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/keythingstoknow.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/travel-during-covid19.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html


What We Know and What We’re Still Learning 

 We know that COVID-19 vaccines are effective at preventing COVID-19 disease, especially severe illness 
and death. 

o We’re still learning how effective the vaccines are against variants of the virus that causes COVID-
19. Early data show the vaccines may work against some variants but could be less effective against 
others. 

 We know that other prevention steps help stop the spread of COVID-19, and that these steps are still 
important, even as vaccines are being distributed. 

o We’re still learning how well COVID-19 vaccines keep people from spreading the disease. 
o Early data show that the vaccines may help keep people from spreading COVID-19, but we are 

learning more as more people get vaccinated. 
 We’re still learning how long COVID-19 vaccines can protect people. 
 As we know more, CDC will continue to update our recommendations for both vaccinated and 

unvaccinated people. 

Until we know more about those questions, everyone — even people who’ve had their vaccines — should 
continue taking basic prevention steps when recommended. 

 

 

 

 

OUR SIPD CHALLENGE TO CELEBRATE 100 YEARS OF SOROPTIMIST 

More innovative SIPD member projects being pledged by our members – Got a creative idea? 

  

Ella Manor:  I will pray for Soroptimist for 100 days and I will knit 100 helmet 
liners/hats for the Marines at Twentynine Palms Marine Corps Base. 
 
Cathy Brown:  I sent in a check for $100 for playing 100 holes of golf for the 100 
year challenge. 
 
Beth Irish:  I have completed my 100 year project:  100 hours of sewing/quilting.  
In the 100 hours I made 10 quilts and am sending in my check for $35.  I used this 
quilt as a backdrop at our St. Patrick’s Day zoom meeting.  It is my 10th quilt. 

 

 
 
  
 

To date, $405 has been turned in for our SIPD 100 Year Challenge; we have until October, 2021 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/index.html


 
    

   
  
 
From my “Stitches for Kids” group, here’s 59 quilts ready to go to Olive Crest, with Patricia Paige 
 
 
  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-Beth Irish 

 

SENORINA SALDIVAR OFFICIALLY INDUCTED TO MEMBERSHIP 

Amidst the St. Patrick’s Day Shenanigans, Rose Mary inducted 
Senorina as our newest SIPD member.  She is very interested in our DIBI and 
Live Your Dream programs and has lots of ideas to contribute.   As soon as 
she defends her Ph.D. thesis, that is, which she expects to do in August. 

We will be seeing Diane Backovich now that she has 
committed to becoming a Soroptimist again.  She is very 

excited and when I delivered her Brandini order, she said that she will be paying 
her dues along with the rest of us on June 1st for the new club year.  So happy 
to have you both with us! 

 



LACI NOW A REGIONAL LYD CANDIDATE! 

Our 2021 first place Live Your Dream recipient, Lacy Murphy, is 

now being considered at Golden West Region level!  Good luck Laci for 

further award in the region competition.  We will all know the results at 

our GWR spring conference! 

 

 

 

PALM DESERT AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

March 19, 2021 PDACC Meeting 

City update was given by Kathleen Kelly and Deborah Glickman: (1) Council approved contract for 
upgrade of San Pablo from Fred Warning to El Paseo. It will be a 5 ½ month project. (2) COVID 
testing is free through U C Riverside via Curative.com. (3) There is a new women’s clothing store 
at The Gardens. (4) Every Wednesday from 8-10 is a Growers’ Market on San Pablo between Hwy 
111 and Fred Warning. (5) Remember the Desert X art installations are going on through May 16. 

Chamber Fun Event: May 5 will be Golf and Fiesta activities at the Classic Club; $200 per person 
admission.  There will be miniature golf also. Come celebrate Cinco de Mayo with the Chamber. 

This month’s panel discussion was how to improve your brand.  The panelists were Salima Murani 
from Grill a Burger, Nicole Meyers from Ovest Communication and Carlos Garcia from Marketing 
Research.   

Salima emphasized having a strong digital presence; this is how we legitimize our presence to the 
public.  More than 80% of people have cell phones with access to find our business/organization.  
You need “curbside” appeal with the on line presence.  It takes THREE SECONDS to make an 
impression.  Regarding social media platforms, make sure these platforms are current; updated 
continually.  

Nicole spoke on creating effective communication strategies that 
promote and protect your brand reputation.  Customers/clients can 
become PR for us by reading narratives on our social media platforms.   

Carlos said our business/organization needs to understand the “lay of the 
land”—how people react to our group.  It is important to find out how 
people hear about us and build on that.  People have a three second 
attention span so create “in the moment” experiences for the public.  
Keep it short and sweet. 

Betsy Kreger, Chamber Rep 



LORI’S WHIRLED! 

The official BLOG of Soroptimist International of Palm Desert 

 

-Lori Oliver 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HAPPY BIRTHDAY PEEPS! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marie Newton – April 24 

 Senorina Saldivar – April 27  

 

  

Soroptimist International of Palm Desert 

 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

  

Jacquie Gunning has accepted President Cathy’s appointment as committee chair 

      

Unsolicited testimonial:  Looking back over my time with Soroptimist, nothing has meant more to me than serving 

on the board of directors and especially as Soroptimist president for six terms (four terms in SI Riverside and two 

terms in SI Palm Desert).  What a privilege to serve and to make a meaningful difference in the lives which 

Soroptimist touches, through membership and through service and fundraising.  You should be thinking that the 

members are there to support, advise and assist you in making your term a successful one.  I am there for you to 

lean on and so are all of our members!  GO FOR IT GIRL!   Call Jacquie and tell her you are ready! 

-Doris Churry, Past President 



 

EMAIL FROM JOENSUU, FINLAND 

Our Friendship Link Club 

 

-March 5, 2021 

Ritva Mikkola, SI Joensuu – ritvamikkola321@gmail.com 

Hello Ritva!  Thought you might enjoy knowing that we are showing a citation of your club as our Friendship Link 

on our new club website.  The site is close to being finished now and I am hoping to have it go live online in about 

a week.  I will send out a notice and the internet address so you can take a look at it and see what you think of it.  

All ideas and suggestions about it would be welcome. 

My husband and I just got our second COVID-19 vaccination on Friday.  Had a couple of days where all I wanted 

to do was take a nap but feeling normal all day today.  We will all certainly be glad to see this get under control!  

Hope all your Soroptimists are safe and well.  Soroptimist hugs!    -Doris 

Doris Churry, SI Palm Desert – dochurry@aol.com 

Dear Doris, thank you for your surprise message; a citation on our club on your new website!  A good timing.  We 

will have a club meeting on the 9th of March.  As you probably know we are not sure about the future of SI 

Joensuu.  Maybe your message will give us courage to go on … 

My husband and I got our first vaccination a couple of weeks ago, the second in the middle of May.  Everything 

went well.  What worries me, however, is the fact that he is not in a good shape any more.  Anything can happen. 

Your Soroptimist hugs made me feel better.  So did the lovely picture of you and the orchids!  Thank you for your 

friendship and your kindness.  Spring will arrive sooner or later.  There is still a lot of snow in this corner of Finland.  

In Lapland, where our son lives with his three kids and wife, there is as much.  Children love it! 

Much love and hearty Soroptimist greetings to you Doris and SI Palm Desert.    –Ritva 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Ladies, these are our Finland Soroptimist peeps!  Write them and send encouragement to keep their club going! 

mailto:ritvamikkola321@gmail.com
mailto:dochurry@aol.com


THE MONTH OF MARCH:  OUR MEMORABLE MEETING! 

Rose Mary devised and created an adorable “St. Patrick’s Day Party Box” which was delivered to our homes by 

Sheriff John.  Amongst all the little goodies was a child’s drawing of a little Irish Lass and a poem: 

A SWEET LITTLE IRISH LASS IS STOPPING BY TO SAY, 
 HOPE YOU’RE DOING WELL AND ASKING YOU TO PLAY.  

A BIT O’IRISH CHEER, FOR OUR MONTHLY ZOOM 
AS WE WELCOME IN THE “WILDFLOWER” BLOOM. 

SHENANIGANS FOR ALL, WE’RE LOOKING FORWARD TO THIS DAY! 
 

 
 

Members were “all in” with the “wearin’ of the green” 

 
 
 
 

MAY YOUR DAY BE TOUCHED 
BY A BIT OF IRISH LUCK 

BRIGHTENED BY A SONG IN YOUR HEART, 
AND WARMED BY THE SMILES 

OF THE PEOPLE YOU LOVE. 
                                                     -IRISH BLESSING 

 
 

THANK YOU ROSE MARY!  



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE ART OF TABLESCAPING:  An Easter Event! 
-Lorraine Morris, SI Montclair-Inland Valley 

Added some cute bunnies to my Easter mantel this year; snatched ‘em up on a quick run to Home Goods.  This 
year’s Easter table came with some new greenery placemats that I found at Hobby Lobby.  Love my place settings 
that all have matching colored napkins/plates/chicks: blue/yellow/pink/green.   I was so lucky to get the dinner 
plates at Target one year – have never seen them again.  Salad plates were another Hobby Lobby find.  The cute 
bunny wreaths for the chairs were purchased through LTD Commodities.  That could be my new addiction! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


