
BRANDINI TOFFEE, “FORGET ABOUT THE SCALE-MAKE THE SALE!” 

 

  

 

 

GOURMET BRANDINI TOFFEE ON SALE THROUGH APRIL 15 

 

WE SAW HOW SCRUPULOUSLY BRANDINI TOFFEE IS CRAFTED! 

CONTACT JACQUIE OR ROSE MARY TO PLACE YOUR ORDER 

“MAKE MINE THE 1# BOX OF BRANDINI TOFFEE PLEASE!” 



PLAN AHEAD 
  

 

 

The newsletter for Soroptimist International of Palm Desert, March 2021 

-Doris Churry, Editor 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

WE NEED AN ALL-OUT EFFORT FOR OUR FUNDRAISER LADIES! 

 

  



 

 

 

 
 

March 3, 2021 Noon Zoom 

SOROPTIMIST SPEAKER SERIES 
Mel Robertson will be speaking on “DECLUTTERING” 

Oh my dear, you KNOW you NEED this!  Not to be missed. 
  

  

    

 

  

March 17, 2021 is St. Patrick’s Day Begorra! 

 NOON ZOOM for another fun event by Rose Mary  
Including:  Induction of new members! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Senorina Saldivar and Diane Backovich 

WELCOME TO OUR NEWBIES! 

  

   

 



PALM DESERT CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
-Betsy Kreger, SIPD Chamber Rep 

The Palm Desert Area Chamber of Commerce Non-Profit Mixer was held on February 11.  There 

were 71 of us participating in this zoom mixer!  Which was more than the 12 or so participants 

for the Tuesday non-Breakfast meetings.  This proves there are a lot of non-profits here in the 

desert competing for donor dollars.  Kristal Granados, the CEO of United Way, and Stephanie 

Minor of RAP were the co-hosts.  This zoom had a fun-filled “party” 

atmosphere along with discussions on how non-profits had to shift their 

focus due to social distancing.  To quote a phrase attributed to Helen 

Keller, this is “a daring adventure”.   

Participants were asked to enter into the chat box a single word that 

described how we’ve had to change our approach to fundraising: re-

invent, pivot, transition, re-tool.  It was agreed that deepening our 

connections with donors through personal one to one contact works 

best.  Being creative is a must for how we get donations.  Jack Newby from Joslyn Center said 

they held a half hour zoom fundraising event that was very successful.  Teri Bono of YMCA said it 

wasn’t business as usual, but they were creative enough to allow face to face with 10 kids and 

one adult in small groupings.  We hope to have a non-profit zoom session each month as this first 

one was such a great success. 

 

 

 

   

 

100 PROJECTS for our 100th -- GOTTA PROJECT YET?  
-Susan Browne Rosenberg 

We have heard from quite a number of you!  Hope you will be thinking of how you can personally acknowledge 

our Soroptimist 100th Anniversary being celebrated in October this year.  SIPD has come up with some creative 

ideas:  Janice will hike 100 miles and donate $100; Doris will swim 100 miles and donate $100; Marie is doing 100 

mall walks; Becky will walk 10,000 steps a day and donate $100; Beth is donating a portion of her quilting projects 

for olive Crest and dollars as well; Ella is donating 100 caps for Marines at 29 Palms; Christine, Leanna and Betsy 

will each donate $100. 

Keep watching as I fill out the SIPD 100 Projects list.  It is coming along and you can check our progress in 

recounting 100 SIPD projects since 1963, as it gets added to on our new SIPD website 



SIPD AWARDS $6,000 TO THREE LIVE YOUR DREAM HONOREES! 

FIRST PHYLLIS J. SULLIVAN AWARD OF $1,500 BESTOWED 

FIRST PLACE WINNER NOW CHOSEN IN REGION COMPETITION! 

 

We have worked hard this year to come up with $6,000 as our total LYD 

award amount for this year’s winners.  Our club generosity permitted us to 

increase our awards by an additional $2,000, which we divided equally 

among our three winners, Ariceli Cortez, Laci Murphy and Teresa Rivera; 

the first place winner was also honored with the inaugural award of the 

Phyllis J. Sullivan Award of an additional $1,500, giving her a total of $3,500.  

This is a first for us and quite an accomplishment ladies!   

We just received additional good news from region, for our first place 

honoree Laci Murphy, saying that she has been chosen by Golden West 

Region to be considered as one of three District Two winners.  This means 

that she will definitely be the recipient of at least 3rd place in our district by 

region at the Golden West Spring Conference at the end of May. 

 

MAYOR GLENN MILLER COMMITS TO ANNUAL AWARD! 

At our LYD awards virtual award ceremony February 3, 2021, Mayor Glenn announced his plans 

to continue to underwrite an annual Phyllis J. Sullivan award in honor of his mother.  We thank 

Glenn Miller for being our club’s first benefactor and stepping up to continue the award as an 

annual tribute for the years to come.  We have acknowledged his generosity and for honoring his 

mother in this beautiful manner.  If you would care to contact Glenn he has provided his personal 

email, glennalanmiller@msn.com and 760-275-6000 cell. 

mailto:glennalanmiller@msn.com


 

 

 

 

Biography of Phyllis J. Sullivan 

 
Phyllis Weiss was born October 30, 1938 in Charter Oak, Iowa.  She graduated from Charter 

Oak High School as Valedictorian and was President of 4H for Crawford County, Iowa.  
 In 1957, Phyllis visited a cousin in Oxnard and stayed in California.  She became a legal  
secretary and passed the California Baby Bar.  On November 18, 1967, Phyllis and Kevin 

Sullivan were married in Corona Del Mar with Rod Laver as their best man and Mary Laver 
Matron of honor.  Raised in a conservative farm family in Iowa it was always the men who went 

to college but Phyllis wanted more for herself and at 32 went back to school.  In 1974, 
Phyllis graduated from California State University at Fullerton with a Bachelor of Arts,  
Environmental Design Degree.  Phyllis passed the N.C.I.D.Q. examination in 1976 and 
Became a professional member of the Inland Chapter of American Society of Interior  

Designers (A.S.I.D.) and was President of the Inland Chapter and National Board Member  
for four years.  Phyllis was presented with their highest recognition, the Medalist Award,  

which must be approved by national A.S.I.D. headquarters in New York, and was presented  
the award for excellence in interior design for outstanding contributions to the local chapter 
and for community service.  Phyllis was also in “Who’s Who of American Interior Designers”  

and had her own design studio in Upland for many years. 
 

Phyllis was very active in Chino community affairs and was an original member and 
past chairman of the Chino Park Committee and Chino Park Commission from 1973-1979. 

She was also a director of the Chino Community Center Corporation, which supported 
the establishment of a cultural/performing arts center in Chino. 

 
Phyllis was much loved and admired by her family and friends.  Phyllis’ great qualities 
as a mother, wife and very successful interior designer helped make her an amazing 

 mentor to so many women looking to get an education and better their lives and the   
life of their families. 

 
Phyllis J. Sullivan passed on peacefully on August 4, 1999 with her family by her side. 

 
I am honored to sponsor an annual $1,500 award in the name of my mother 

Phyllis J. Sullivan, 
 

through Soroptimist International of Palm Desert, Live Your Dream awards program, to  
support an amazing woman who wants to go back to school and get her degree. 

 
 

Glenn Miller, Mayor 
City of Indio, California 

 February 2021  
 
 
 

 

 

 



THANK YOU TO OUR BENEFACTOR, MAYOR GLENN MILLER 

 
Mayor Glenn Miller presenting 2020 LYD award winner Sofia Lopez with President Cathy assisting 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY YOU TWO! 

3 – Lori Oliver 
19 – Doris Churry 



www.soroptimistpalmdesert.org 
 

WATCH FOR IT!  COMING TO A COMPUTER NEAR YOU.  LAUNCHING MARCH 2021! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ARE WE STUCK WITH COVID-19 FOREVER? 
-Richard M. Carpiano, Professor 

School of Public Policy and Department of Sociology 
University of California, Riverside 

 

This will not be the last pandemic our nation faces and it would be unacceptable – morally and practically – to 
not try to learn from history, no matter how ugly this chapter has been for us.  The legacy of the COVID-19 
pandemic is most certainly here to stay – as a very dark chapter in our nation’s history.  This is not simply due to 
the extent of sickness and deaths caused by the coronavirus, but because of how our nation responded to the 
challenges it threw at us.  To be sure, we have much to be proud of in terms of how we tapped into our nation’s 
deep well of scientific and public health expertise to quickly learn about a new disease and develop multiple safe, 
efficacious vaccines in such a short time span.  Yet, the pandemic showcased so many disappointing elements of 
our nation for which we have been reckoning with for months and will continue to do so in the months and years 
ahead.  These include: 

 The vulnerabilities the U.S. faced from underinvesting in its federal and state public health systems 

 The extent of disinformation in the age of the internet and social media (including our culture of 
distrusting or ignoring experts as well as promoting pseudoscience) 

 A seemingly undermined sense of community responsibility (versus individualism and self-interest) 

 The unnecessary and dangerous politicizing of numerous science-based efforts aimed to give us the best 
chances to mount pandemic responses 

 
In addition, the pandemic spotlighted that many historically disadvantaged persons and communities face 
disproportionately higher disease and death burdens for COVID, as they do with so many other health threats.  
Despite these harsh realities, I remain hopeful that, after we begin to get this pandemic under control, there will 
be nonpartisan federal and state panels set up to review and evaluate our national response and provide 
actionable recommendations that we will pursue in earnest to ensure we don’t repeat the same mistakes next 
time. 

 

http://www.soroptimistpalmdesert.org/

