
 
Audit Team 2019-2020:  Marie Newton, Becky Goebel, Brenda Langford, Janice Heronema, Leanna Petitt 

PLAN AHEAD 

Issue 102 of our Soroptimist International of Palm Desert PLAN AHEAD newsletter – August 2020 
 -Doris Churry, Editor 

PANDEMIC DOMINATES OUR WORLD 

SIPD AUDIT TEAM DELIVERS CLEAN AUDIT RESULTS! 

GWR LEADERSHIP TRAINING EVENT GOING ZOOM 

ZOOMING DECISION FOR DISTRICT FALL MEETINGS IN OCTOBER 

CO-PRESIDENTS START YEAR WITH JULY 1st RETREAT! 

 

 

 



July and August are our club’s ‘downtime’ so not much has happened since our summer retreat on July 1st, with 

the notable exception that our audit team did meet and did an awesome job reconciling the books.  

Co-presidency requires a coordination of efforts and Cathy and I are still working on the details.  We plan to meet 

this month and ‘divvy up’ the duties of president.  As both of us are very busy this year, we want to be sure our 

club has the best experience possible with us at the helm. 

SIPD TRIVIA:  What two presidents play violin?  Right.  Who knew? 

RETREAT HIGHLIGHTS 
Finalization will be voted upon at September Business Mtg 

1-Unanimous desire to grow membership with youth focus. 
2-Unanimous proposal for new meetings format: (A)Business 
Meetings/3rd Wednesdays.  Lunch will be ordered in advance as 
takeout from local restaurants.  FREE meeting place at same 
location each month.  COVID will dictate where.  Suggestions 
were:  clubhouse, member home, city meeting room.  TBD.  
(B)Program Meetings/1st Wednesdays.  These meetings will be in 
the form of a ‘gathering’, i.e., service project, membership 
meeting, committee meeting, speaker meeting,  If the gathering 
is in meeting form it will be the first Wednesday.  The place will 
change depending on the form of the meeting; if the gathering is 
in the form of a service project, it will occur on the date of that service project and all members are encouraged 
to attend, as service is the main purpose our organization exists. 
3-All meetings will also be offered in Zoom, when possible. 
4-Which credit function will we use on our updated website:  PayPal or a proposed new option, Selso? 
5-SI Palm Springs has requested consideration of joint activity and Cathy and Karen will be in communication. 
6-We will pursue additional fundraising efforts to support our Live Your Dream awards, now already bolstered 
with the Phyllis Sullivan Award. 
7-Focus of the new-to-launch Dream It, Be It project, “Reach for Your Dream” is recommended to be with teens 
at the “Y” and “Boys and Girls Clubs”. 
8-We recommend commitment to our teacher Patsy Bauman and her new classroom this year. 
9-We have received acknowledgement of an additional $2,500 Hanson Grant.  Funding is designated to be 
directed to benefit COVID essential workers. 
10-Fundraising projects will occur as COVID permits:  Membership ‘Sip & Swirl’; Holiday Party/Auction; Guitars & 
Candy with possible Doug Smith Concert on February 13 in conjunction with Brandini Toffee sales; Putting and 
Longest Drive in Spring 2021. 
 
A common theme … we will ROCK everything we can possibly do and ROLL with the changes as they are revealed! 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

Our first official club meeting “Meet & Greet” is September 9th, place to be determined. 
Budget meeting is set for September 14th at noon in Cathy Brown’s conference room. 
First board of directors meeting is set for September 21st. 
First business meeting is set for September 23 at noon, place to be determined. 
A calendar will be issued by the first meeting in September. 
  
Have a wonderful summer and we will see you in September!                                                                -President Karen 

 



 
 
    
  

                                               

  

  

 

 

  

  

  

   

 

  

PLAN AHEAD CALENDAR FOR AUGUST  

 Beach run 

 Road Trip! to cool off in Idyllwild mountains 

 Drive up the freeway to see the views and getaway for a bit 

 Sneak a picnic in a deserted “civic” area to relax 

 When they open back up go to Westfield to walkabout and window shop 

 Do a drive by to Dairy Queen and sit in the parking lot with a Blizzard 

 Break out the folding chairs and enjoy the night sky 

 Read 

 Develop your physical plan to include:  movement.  And keep it up! 

 Take a serious break from hair color 

 Check in on your Soroptimist friends  

 Binge watch something unexpected on TV 

 Think of creative ways to be connected with family and special friends 

 Keep abreast of changing news and be ready to VOTE BY MAIL  

 Make vacation plans so that you are ready when it’s okay to take off! 

 Calendar our September 9th and 23rd noon SIPD meetings 



 
 

SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL OF THE AMERICAS 
“Soroptimist is a global volunteer organization that provides women and girls with access to the education and 

training they need to achieve economic empowerment.” 

 
 

 BREAKING NEWS  
When at our Retreat I asked for some editorial assistance with our PLAN AHEAD newsletter; it 
was Susan Browne Rosenberg who waved her hand at me on ZOOM.  What a nice surprise!  I 
have been the editor for all of my years at SIPD and this is the first time I will have shared any of 
the editorial task, sparked at this moment by my pending extended Hawaiian plans.  Well, plans 
go awry and pandemic necessitates rescheduling, but, forget that because Susan will be stepping 
in there on occasion regardless of any hoped-for vacationing ideas of mine.  I am so happy to 
make this announcement!  She has newsletter history and a laundry list of content she has in 
mind for her editions of PLAN AHEAD.  Of course I have encouraged her to run with any and all 
of her ideas and to take editorial credit for her issues.  I know we will all enjoy her contributions, 
with my thanks!            -Editor Doris 



                                                                                           
 

THE ART OF TABLESCAPING:  4th of July! 

-Lorraine Morris, SI Chino Hills/Inland Empire 

 
What a different world this 4th of July celebration was from any 
in my long memory.  No large gatherings or fireworks shows for 
most of us.  I am used to traveling with my job 75% of the 
month.  I won’t lie.  It has been amazing sleeping in my own 
bed and getting my house totally cleaned and organized.  
Things that were broken are now fixed.  Cupboards are clean 
and organized and I get to focus on making my home cheery, 
even if it is mostly for just my enjoyment.    
 
This month’s tablescape is full of red, white and blue from my 
front porch to my back patio.  The runner on my dining room 
table is new this year thanks to a 40% off sale at Kirkland.  I 
bought the plates years ago at Cracker Barrel on the way home 
from a Soroptimist Retreat.  Napkins and napkin rings are from 
Sur La Table from a sale several years ago.  On the front porch, 
I dressed up my standard decorations with a red plaid rug 
under my 4th themed mat and added some patriotic vases and 
flowers.  I dressed up my back patio table with some patriotic 
placemats, standard blue plates from the cupboard and some 
new little red, white and blue lanterns I picked up on the cheap 
at Michaels.  Hope you had a Happy 4th everyone!                                   



SMALL FUNDRAISING IDEA! 

Mecca Elementary School and Office Depot/Office Max 
-Susan Browne Rosenberg 

On July 27th, I purchased $90 worth of HP ink for my printer.  I clicked on the ‘Donate to your school button’ and 
picked Mecca Elementary School by putting in 92254 for the zip code search.  I don’t use as much ink as I did pre-
COVID, but it will add up eventually.  I was also able to link the school with three 
previous orders of over $200 from the past 13 months.  I am not sure how we can 
track these donations as a club, but will see if the company emails me something 
going forward.  Will keep you posted.   

If you buy from Office Depot/Office Max, here are the easy-peasy instructions:   

Find your school’s ID - Click to look up your school by entering your school’s zip code 
and/or city. The ID for Mecca Elementary School is 70010739.  Forgot to give your 
school’s name or ID at checkout?  You can also click to enter your purchase and credit 
the school of your choice! 
 
Make a purchase - Complete your online purchase and enter your school’s ID on the Thank You Confirmation page. 
Shopping in store?  When you check out, simply provide your school’s name or school’s ID to associate. 
  
Earn 5% back in credits for your school - Once your school has earned more than $10 in credits within the quarter, we 
will mail them a merchandise certificate they can redeem at officedepot.com, at their local Office Depot store. 

 

SIPD PUBLIC AWARENESS HAPPENINGS! 

 

 

 

www.soroptimistpalmdesert.org 

Our SIPD official website is at this address online! 

Your SIPD Public Awareness Committee has moved into our website home and has begun 

‘cleaning house’.  It’s not an easy thing to manipulate a site, as we are very well finding out by 

experience.  However, we are taking over and making updates and changes and intend to keep it 

current.  We would like for you to familiarize yourself with our website and go there!  Take a good 

look now and then!  Look for your picture.  Give us suggestions or comments.  Thanks! 

-Becky Goebel/Susan Browne Rosenberg/Doris Churry 

 

https://www.officedepot.com/?cm_sp=marketing-_-officedepot_homepage_-_-&promo_name=marketing&promo_id=marketing-officedepot-homepage&promo_creative=officedepot_homepage
http://www.soroptimistpalmdesert.org/


-Becky Goebel, Public Awareness Director 

 

Creating Public Awareness for Soroptimist International of Palm Desert 

is the challenge that Susan Rosenberg and myself accepted this year!  We 

are working on: 

 SIPD website and invite you to check us out regularly at:   

www.soroptimistpalmdesert.org 

 Creating a public service announcement (PSA) to be run by our local TV, 

radio and for the movie theatres – will we ever get to go to the movies 

again! 

 Creating an SIPD public awareness speaker’s group, who will speak locally to other non-

profits, women’s organizations and business groups.  We have our first speaking gig for the 

Palm Desert Area Chamber of Commerce this month.  Please email me if you are interested 

in serving beckygoebel16@gmail.com. 

 Updating our social media platforms at least two times per week.  This will include 

Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.  Please support our posts!  Ask your friends to ‘Like’ our 

page as this increases engagement and offers SIPD information on our Membership, 

Fundraising and Service Projects.   

 We are looking forward to another great SIPD club year!      

  

TESTING PAYPAL ON OUR SIPD WEBSITE 

-Susan Browne Rosenberg, Assistant Public Awareness Director 

I just tested the “Donate Now” button on the website.  I had a $5.00 VISA Gift Card from Verizon 

that I was having difficulty using.  I typed in the card info and it said I successfully donated $5.00 

to SIPD!  Hoo! Hoo!  It is working!  The receipt they sent is thorough and complete with the 

amount, site address, email and transaction ID and very professional; it also includes 

comprehensive instructions on how to obtain a refund, if necessary.  It will be sent directly to our 

SIPD PayPal credit card statement to treasurer Janice.  Becky worked to set this up last year and 

it is now ready for full consideration as our merchant card for SIPD use, along with Selso, which 

is also being considered this month as well.  FYI. 

  

http://www.soroptimistpalmdesert.org/
mailto:beckygoebel16@gmail.com


“GOOD MORNING MRS. BAUMAN!” 

 

  

   

A conversation with ‘our teacher’ Mrs. Bauman 

Hi Patsy – I hope that you have stayed safe during these very odd times!  

I know that when we talked last, you indicated that you would probably 

be teaching a different grade.  Our club would like to continue to support 

you, and the class that you are currently assigned to. 

Can you give us an update of what your needs are?  We’re also looking to 

try to donate funds to your school through a program that Office Max 

(and I think Staples) has.  We’d like to do what we can to assist your 

valiant efforts to educate, so please let us know what we can do. 

-Cathy Brown 

Cathy!  Thank you for your nice email.  I do not have all the details about my class yet.  I was transferred to Sea 

View Elementary, way down in Salton Sea!  I am supposed to have a 2/3 combo and so far it looks like I will be 

teaching remotely.  I will know more in the next couple of weeks.  I am crossing my fingers that I get moved 

someplace closer to home.  It is an hour and 20 minute drive for me each way!   

At any rate, I am so thankful that you will continue to support my class.  I truly appreciated what you did for us 

last year.  As soon as I am settled and know my class’ needs, I’ll drop you a line.   

Enthusiastically, Patsy Bauman 

 

GOLDEN WEST REGION MEETINGS SCHEDULE 

-Governor Laurie Moses 

GWR Leadership Training Retreat now will be a Zoom event:  September 26, 7 – 8:30pm TBA 
‘Virtual’ Golden West Region Installation of Officers TBA  

 
GWR District 2 Fall Meeting, hosted by SI Idyllwild:  October 23 & 24 - TBA 

 

 

 

 

Please take care everyone and be safe.  We will be together soon! 



PALM DESERT CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

-Betsy Kreger, SIPD Representative to PDCC 

I attended the July 14 “virtual breakfast” meeting.  Deborah Schwartz Glickman reported that the city has its 

Comprehensive Relief Package for business with local connections, and there is an Emergency Rental Assistance 

Program.  The San Pablo Street construction is progressing and the southeast corner at Fred Waring and San 

Pablo is now zoned for mix use of residential and business.  Palm Desert will 

NOT hold any events for the rest of the 2020 year. 

PDCC member Kelly Cox, a CPA, talked about federal tax issues.  She says that 

the suspension of IRS installment payments may continue, but not sure at this 

time.  There are 10 MILLION pieces of mail sent to the IRS that are piling up but 

at various CLOSED IRS offices.  Tax returns that were mailed, not e-filed, are in 

that pile.  So, if you expected to get a tax refund, your physical checks in the 

mail won’t be coming soon. 

Wendy Jonathan, Desert Sands Board member said Palm Springs and Desert Sands school districts both will be 

holding Distance Learning for the start of the school year.  (CVUSD hadn’t voted yet as of the School Board 

meeting was held after this Chamber meeting.)  There are 30,000 students in the Desert Sands district.  The school 

board has discussed, for the future, a hybrid scenario of 15 students in class at a time, Mon/Tues or Thurs/Fri 

with no students on Wednesday to allow for thorough cleaning/sanitizing.   Middle and High schools will have 

Zoom instruction, and elementary schools will have schedules for contact with the teachers. The chamber has 

received supply of PPE, so they are available to businesses.  Call the Chamber.  

These are my notes from the July 2020 breakfast zoom meeting; I’ll be doing this every month.  Glad the club 

voted to retain our membership with the PDCC. 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

   

 



 

  

 

  

 

  

 

BIG TIMES AT BIG ROCK SIPD INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS!

  



 
 

 

  

   

                               LORI’S WHIRLD - The official SIPD BLOG 

-Lori Oliver 

A Unicorn Story 

Have you ever heard the expression: “When you hear hoofbeats, think horses, not zebras”?  I had heard the 

expression…but its full meaning had been lost on me until recently.  My son and I took a road trip to a Wisconsin 

town about 4 hours away from my home in Walnut Grove, to buy a booth, like a 

restaurant booth, that was for sale on Facebook Marketplace.  We hitched up the cargo 

trailer and set out on Friday morning. 

We were home by 10:30 pm on Saturday night, after driving through a prairie deluge 

that, in retrospect, I should have not taken as lightly as I did, especially after what 

happened during the previous 24 hours.  Gee, we might have been stranded!  On a lonely 

rural highway!  In bad weather!  Without help.  Again. 

We had stopped for gas midafternoon.  But what was this?  The indicators on the dash 

said my range was 87 miles…not 300.  And the gas gauge read “low fuel.”  I griped, “Darn 

it, if this fancy tech car has a faulty fuel sensor it’s not going to be a cheap fix.  I’ll just set 

my odometer to zero and every 200 miles I’ll fill up.”  This was precisely what the service 

manager suggested when I called to arrange an appointment for Monday.  He agreed it 

might be a sensor, or the fuel pump, after first asking, “Are you sure you aren’t just out 

of gas?”  That was the first of four times I would be asked that question over the next 

four hours.  Each time my reply was a confident, “Impossible.  I just filled up! [#] minutes 

ago!” 

Insert a full day of misery here.  Add several hundred dollars in transport costs and two 

calls to AAA.  Turn the heat and humidity up to Midwest Murder.  Sprinkle in a few good 

folks, and a few not so good ones, and that was one long day. 

Now I’ll leap to the end.  I WAS out of gas.  You may be asking, who solved the mystery—I did.  I woke up at 2 am.  

I needed to find out how much money I could afford to spend on the way back home.  After all, my car would be 

in the shop for a week!  I checked my balances and even the credit limit on my credit card.  Then I saw it!  The 

Chase app revealed that day’s gas purchase had been authorized for zero dollars and zero cents.  Nary a drop of 

gas had been pumped.  The car’s gauges had been correct.  And every one of the four people who asked, “Are 

you sure you aren’t out of gas?” had heard hoofbeats.  Only I had thought…it must be unicorns! 

Got gas.  Fetched car.  Picked up booth.  Drove home in a wicked scary thunder storm.  Lesson learned. 

 


