PLAN AHEAD
Issue #100 of our Soroptimist International of Palm Desert PLAN AHEAD newsletter - June 2020
-Doris Churry, Editor

THANK YOU BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR YOUR SERVICE! 2019-20
WELCOME NEW BOARD AND FIRST-TIME CO-PRESIDENTS
STRONG LEADERSHIP FOR OUR 2020-2021 TRANSITION!
WE AWAIT INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS DETAILS: June 24th

My mission is coming to an end and my new path lies before me

It’s time to close the book on my sixth year as a president of Soroptimist. It’s been a joy, to lead
with love, our membership efforts toward meaningful and important service as Soroptimists
together. My love flows toward all of you who have walked this path with me and made a
difference. Higher powers designated this a unique year of service and staying the course. We
will rise again in next year’s accomplishments through renewed and sustained love and giving of
self and through donations of time, gifts and funding to make it all happen. How fortunate I feel
to be among the admirable women of Soroptimist who year after year, no matter who steps up
to lead us, give what is needed to make the lives of women and girls better in all the ways that
we can. I revere my time as a Soroptimist and as your Prez again this year. I thank you, every
single one, for bringing the joy. What a delight. Thank you – everyone!
-Prez Doris

Welcome co-presidents Cathy Brown and Karen Koch and our SIPD Board of Directors 2020-21

CONGRATULATIONS
Soroptimist International of Palm Desert

2020 SIPD PROJECTS!
Rose Mary: Brandini sales thru April 15








Board of Directors factory tour
Announcement
Sales sheets available
Targeting Valentine’s/Easter
Generous Brandini support!
Angela Wiemer, Brandini
Program February 5th
WOW RESULTS! $745

Cathy: 2020 Live Your Dream Awards!

Board of Directors 2020-2021
Cathy Brown and Karen Koch, Co Presidents
Marie Newton, Secretary
Janice Heronema, Treasurer
Brenda Langford, Assistant Treasurer
Doris Churry, Past President Director
Mary Kay Berlier, Service Director
Rose Mary Jameson, Membership Director
Christine Duranceau, Assistant Membership Director
Jacquie Gunning, Fundraising Director
Leanna Petitt, Assistant Fundraising Director
Donna Williams, Assistant Fundraising Director
Becky Goebel, Public Awareness Director
Susan Browne Rosenberg, Assistant Public Awareness Director







Candidates identified/judged
Funds availability confirmed
Awards given March 4th lunch
2 great qualified recipients!
Sofia Lopez and Julie Hare

Karen: New DIBI Workshop:
“Reach for Your Dream Workshop”








Overview-initial meeting Jan 29
Organizational meeting
Confirmed school sponsorship
Developing curriculum
Firming facilitators/members
Budget: Trilogy Grant
Reschedule planning underway

Janice: Hanson Grant enrichment tour










Establishing focus
Budget: Hanson Grant
Early Grantor approval/report
Jennifer Prado, Director, F.O.D.
Sanction by Friends of Desert
Detail arrangements
Jennifer Prado speaker Mar 4
Implementing program details
Postponed to a later date TBA

Ella: Valencia Board and Care Home




Bingo with the residents
Visitation day March 21
Cancelled due to coronavirus

Rose Mary and Janice: House of Hope


“Instapot” and dish towels

SIPD JUNE CALENDAR
“ZOOM @ NOON!” Soroptimist Meeting
Wednesday, June 3, 2020 @noon

Your ZOOM link for today: https://csusb.zoom.us/j/92912386279
BRAGS will be encouraged / STORIES about your coronavirus experience will be shared!
CATER your own lunch and enjoy it with SIPD friends

SIPD CAMRADERIE with a coronavirus twist!

“Joint” Board of Directors Meeting of outgoing and incoming Boards!
Monday, June 15, 2020 @2pm, ZOOM JOINT BOARD MEETING!
The access invitation will be emailed prior to our meeting

ZOOMING OUR INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS!
Our incoming co-presidents Cathy and Karen have chosen our Installation date and this
will be the final meeting of our 2019-2020 SIPD club year:

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 24TH, time TBA, details later, so they can PLAN AHEAD!

SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL OF THE AMERICAS
New logo/mission: “Soroptimist is a global volunteer organization that provides women and girls with access to
the education and training they need to achieve economic empowerment .”

GOLDEN WEST REGION DISTRICT TWO DIRECTOR 2018-2020
Final Report
-Becky Goebel, District Two Director
Soroptimist Golden West Region

It has been an honor to serve as your District Two Director this
past Biennium. Thank you for your support during my tenure
with the 2018-2020 Golden West Region board of directors;
your newly elected D2D will be Samantha Dewing, SI Palm
Springs. Please stay tuned for more information on August 7
and 8th Leadership Training Retreat, as a new plan is in the
works for our region to be able to have one! Also more news
is coming on District Two Fall Meeting, October 23/24, which
will be very creative and meet the challenges of the influence
of coronavirus in our Soroptimist life.
We will now move ahead to completing our Soroptimist
business for this year at our SIPD June 15 Joint ZOOM Board
of Directors meeting. These are unprecedented times and
our new board of directors will lead the way in charting a new course! I am looking forward to
serving as our SIPD Public Awareness Director for the upcoming year with my own club.
Ladies, it’s going to be another GREAT year!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE: DISTRICT TWO DIRECTOR BECKY
YOUR CLUB IS PROUD OF YOU!

MUSINGS ON FATHER’S DAY
-Susan Browne Rosenberg

I was married on Father’s Day, June 17, 1979. We had a Jewish wedding
on a Sunday morning at our Non-Denominational Chapel at Douglass
College in New Brunswick, NJ. My father had raised us in the Catholic
Church, however, our local priest refused to marry us because I would
not agree to raise my children in the church. He did not like my answer
that I was not planning on having any children as there were already
too many people on our planet. Catholic doctrine was that you married
and then bore children to raise as good Catholics. That pretty much
ended any interest I had in going to church.
My father insisted that we have a religious ceremony and agreed that
my husband’s best friend’s father, a Jewish Cantor, would perform the wedding. We chose Vorhees Chapel on
my college campus as there were no religious artifacts on the walls. This made everyone happy. I loved my father
and considered myself to be his favorite. (Don’t we all?) The photo from my wedding day above is one of my
favorites.
Jess and I had the opportunity to meet and listen to John Wooden, the famous UCLA basketball coach, nearly 20
years ago. He was a second father to many young men, including Bill Walton, whom I got to escort through the
halls of the Riviera Hotel in Palm Springs that same day. They were in town for a Sports Clinic run by a friend of
ours. I remember two things from that day: How HUGE Bill Walton’s sneakers were … and how quiet an entire
room of people would become when John Wooden spoke.
Coach Wooden loved poetry and could recite many poems by heart. I don’t remember the specific poem he
recited to us that day, but I do remember the sound of his voice which was still very strong. One of his favorites
seems very appropriate for Father’s Day and is called “A Little Fellow Follows Me” by Reverend Claude Wisdom
White, Sr.
A careful man I want to be,
A little fellow follows me;
I do not dare to go astray,
For fear he’ll go the self-same way.
I cannot once escape his eyes,
Whate’er he sees me do, he tries;
Like me he says he’s going to be,
The little chap who follows me.
He thinks that I am good and fine,
Believes in every word of mine;
The base in me he must not see,
The little chap who follows me.
I must remember as I go,
Through summer’s sun and winter’s snow;
I am building for the years to be
That little chap who follows me.

OUR NEW SIPD BOARD OF DIRECTORS! 2020-21

CO-PRESIDENT KAREN KOCH

CO-PRESIDENT CATHY BROWN

SECRETARY MARIE NEWTON

BRENDA LANGFORD, ASSISTANT TREASURER AND JANICE HERONEMA, TREASURER

DORIS CHURRY, PAST PRESIDENT DIRECTOR

SERVICE DIRECTOR MARY KAY BERLIER

ROSE MARY JAMESON, MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR

CHRISTINE DURANCEAU, ASSISTANT MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR

JACQUIE GUNNING, FUNDRAISING DIRECTOR

LEANNA PETITT, ASSISTANT FUNDRAISING DIRECTOR
DONNA WILLIAMS, ASSISTANT FUNDRAISING DIRECTOR

PUBLIC AWARENESS DIRECTOR, BECKY GOEBEL
ASSISTANT PUBLIC AWARENESS DIRECTOR, SUSAN BROWNE ROSENBERG

DUES ARE DUE
-Janice Heronema, Treasurer

For every member who will be renewing their dues for club year 2020-2021, I want to remind
you that I need to receive them from you by June 15, 2020.
Dues $145.00 for the full club year of July 1, 2020 – June 30, 2021 (reduced $15 by Region!)
P.O. BOX 13997, PALM DESERT CA 92255

Photo credits: Thank you Lori Oliver for her “Lillies of Walnut Grove” and Billy and Doris Churry for the “Sunnylands” pics!

LORI’S WHIRLD –THE OFFICIAL SIPD BLOG
-Lori Oliver

From East or West, Friends are the Best
The time has finally come to point my buggy east, away from the beautiful suburban town
of Troutdale, Oregon, a town virtually trout-free, to my darling Walnut Grove, where nary
a walnut tree grows. My time here in Oregon, sheltering in place with a very good friend,
has been positive, productive and precious. Positive because we kept our eyes out of the
news. Productive because we took time away from spending money on things we don’t
need, instead spending time on all the little burdensome tasks which pile up while you
are out shopping. And precious because even without our eyes on the news we were
fully aware that there was a deadly pandemic sweeping the world and we remained
healthy, happy to be alive and well fed by our own home cookin’ with the Kardashiansized butt to prove it. Appreciation of the precious gift of good health and the profound
home improvements resulting from the productive activities have left a stamp on the
positive face of this pandemic. Well, not so much a stamp on the face but a tattoo on
the butt that reads: “Kiss my ass COVID-19”.
Ya know what, there is quite a bit of newly acquired real estate back there, so why not
add a few words. How about this: “When in the course of human events it becomes
necessary to stay home and stay safe, to respect the rights of others as one’s own, and
accept that at times our rulers too, must be ruled; by the maximusness of this gluteus,
and the wide-reaching influence thereof, I do ordain and establish that COVID-19 may
kiss my ass.”

