
 

LET’S HANG TOUGH TOGETHER SOROPTIMISTS!   

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

  

FOUNDER’S DAY PENNIES 

  PLAN AHEAD 

Issue 105 Soroptimist International of Palm Desert Newsletter for November 2020 
-Doris Churry, Editor 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY SIPD!  1963-2020 

Our SIPD Club History in one Fragile Document 

SIPD History by Joyce White, Past President 

A SEPARATE doc, being sent via emai, was scanned so you can savor the 

feeling of the times and episodes which Joyce has lovingly preserved for 

us to reflect upon.  Some Soroptimists, you will note, are still with us and 

it is a joy to think back on the early years of our Soroptimist club in Palm 

Desert.  This was done by Joyce in her final years among us (she came 

until the end) and by reading you can feel her energy and dedication to 

our club; so inspiring.  She wrote this after I joined in 2005 and it covers 

the beginning to 2000.  Joyce was self-appointed curator of all things 

Soroptimist; she left her mark for future Soroptimists.  Thanks Joyce!  -Ed 



As I write this, I’m amazed at how our dynamic group of women have been able to weather 
through the challenges of this fall.  Many of us have become more familiar with Zoom 
conferencing, as well as other virtual experiences.  We’ve continued to respond to needs in our 
community and we’ve supported each other by any means necessary. 
 

While our county continues to be challenged by COVID, 
we will continue to hold our meetings virtually via Zoom.  
If you haven’t logged in yet, many of us in the club are 
happy to help you get comfortable with this.  Also, you’re 
always able to just phone in and hear what’s happening.  
We need everyone to participate to make our Club year 
the success it can be.  Please reach out to the Presidents 
or Becky, Susan or Rose Mary who can help you with this. 
We have already made an impact on our community.  
Our “adopted” teacher from last year, Patsy Bauman, is 
now a 5th grade teacher in the Salton Sea area.  She 
expressed a need for headsets for her students working 
at home.  Janice was our go-to gal and ordered 24 

headsets which I delivered personally to Patsy for her students.  This is what she said: “My heart 
is full knowing that you are able to support the needs of my class full of little smarties.  This is a 
very difficult time for all of us, however, we truly have no idea of the impact distance learning is 
having on our students.  We all need human contact, but, children are still learning about the 
world around them based on their daily contact with the people in their lives.  For the most part, 
this contact has stopped……There is an additional benefit to them wearing headphones; 
headphones will tether them to their iPads.  This means that I have a better chance at getting 
their attention! ….Corded headphones will remind them of the task at hand.”  
 
We have also responded to a need from the Soroptimist House of Hope for needed supplies, 
including paper products, feminine hygiene products, and 
notebooks, etc.  In addition, Rose Mary delivered more 
Pampered Chef items to them from her personal project 
fundraiser last year.  We are “Rocking” so far!!  
 
That being said, we are missing many of you!  We’d love to see 
more of you at the virtual meetings.  We did tape last month’s 
Program from Dawn Marie for distribution to the members 
that weren’t able to tune in and we will do the same with 
November’s program from Deborah Schwartz-Glickman (a past 
member) with an update on the City of Palm Desert. 
 
Let’s continue to keep our Co-President, Karen Koch in our thoughts as she continues to rehab 
from her surgery.  I know we all miss her!                        -Co-President Cathy 



FOUNDER’S DAY 

Founder’s Day Pennies 

are collected each year 

by SIA at dues renewal 

time.  They are based 

on a formula of an 

increasing amount of 

pennies per member 

since our organization 

was founded in 1920.  

Soroptimist Int’l. of the 

Americas distributes 

these funds throughout 

all the SIA regions to 

support an awards level 

for recipients of the SIA 

tier of Live Your Dream 

awards.  This is all in 

recognition of our 

establishment of our 

Soroptimist 

organization and to 

acknowledge our 

Mission:  “A global 

volunteer organization 

that provides women 

and girls access to 

education and training 

they need to achieve 

economic 

empowerment.” 

 

 

  

 

 

     
 

 

 

 

Wednesday, November 4, 2020 

SIPD PROGRAM MEETING – Deborah Schwartz Glickman 

   Updates:  City of Palm Desert 

Zooming today at noon! 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday, November 16, 2020 

SIPD BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

Zooming today at 2pm! 

 

  

 

 

 

Wednesday, November 18, 2020     

SIPD BUSINESS MEETING     

Zooming today at noon!     

 



  

  

 SIPD  

 PANDEMIC 

 MEMORIES 

 

My best experience during the pandemic was getting to 

spend ten days with my son Tanner and his girlfriend 

Morgan, who live in northern California.  They had both 

lost their jobs at the start of the closures.   We baked 

cookies, watched movies, played games and cooked 

some great meals.  It was a treat to have their undivided 

attention and no distractions from the outside world.  

With the exception of a future vacation, I don’t think we 

will ever have the chance to do that again.  I am grateful 

we made the best of a bad situation.  They also brought 

their darling puppy Frankie so I got to bond with my 

grand dog as well.  –Jacquie Gunning 

Thanks for thinking of me for the newsletter.  I would like to 

participate but I’m still traveling and life is a bit hectic.   

We hope to be back in early November so maybe I can 

participate in an upcoming newsletter, okay?  Hope all’s well.  

Say “hi!” to all.   

–Donna Williams 

 

Haha…just about to start 

a week of a virtual art 

retreat, which usually 

happens in person, 

among the vineyards of 

Temecula.  My list is long 

about what I haven’t done!  See, I’m missing my whine so 

much.  I have four more masks to send the SHOH gals via 



SHOH president Trish Klimkiewicz since she’s making a stop 

here, and here’s a pic of manager Lupe bringing in the first 

load of the Pampered Chef specialty kitchen products we 

donated.  More of our huge order of Pampered Chef are on 

the way:  big ceramic baking pans, the much-loved Pizza 

Stone and a square baking pan; still waiting on the last two 

items. 

 

–Rose Mary Jameson 

 

    A new idea from our Board! 

As we do not have our usual costs for our luncheon meetings this 

year, the board of directors is recommending that we each voluntarily 

send in a $25 monthly donation to support our Live Your Dream 

awards!  It may be a lump sum or monthly—you choose.  

Our fundraising has to be cut back due to COVID and this would only 

be half of our previous year’s luncheon expense!  This is a GOOD way 

to make sure our LYD awards are funded – 10 months at $25 per 

month will make a goodly sum to assure that we have funding for our 

signature SIPD Soroptimist LYD awards.  Voluntary.  Donation.  A  

number of members have already committed.  We are encouraging 

all members to participate!  Thank you Soroptimists! 

 

 

 

Tre 

 

TreSemme shampoo/conditioner 

St. Ives lotion 

Bic silky touch razors 

Colgate cavity protection or 
whitening toothpaste 

Colgate toothbrushes 6 pack 

Body Wash:  soft soap, luminous or 

juicy pomegranate mango 

Degree deodorant 6 pack 

Always size 4 ultra-thin feminine 
hygiene products 

Scott’s toilet paper (septic tank 
requires this brand) 

Highmark paper towels  8 roll pack 

Mead Composition Journals 

House of Hope tee shirts 

Kleenex paper towels 

 

Please note that only the brand 

name items as above are 

requested for our SHOH clients.  

Your donations are extremely 

appreciated, with their grateful 

thanks! 

MARY KAY AND  
ROSE MARY ARE NOW 

ACCEPTING YOUR 
DONATIONS FOR 
HOUSE OF HOPE 
DESERT HOT SPRINGS 



-SIPD Board of Directors 

PRESIDENT KAREN RECOVERING FROM KNEE REPLACEMENT 

Doris I really appreciate your asking!  My surgery went well, however 

my recovery has been slow and painful due to excessive swelling in 

the knee joint and leg.  It has been a challenge as I need to balance 

increasing movement with increasing pain and try to find a happy 

medium between doing enough, but not too much.  I’m gradually 

weaning myself off the pain meds, which improves my attitude.  Also 

I am getting stronger and hoping 

to return to normal activities in 

the next 2 – 3 weeks.  God willing.   

I miss you all and hope to be back 

in the first week of November.   

Ps. One very bright spot has been the birth of our first 

grandchild, John Daniel Samuelson, on September 30, 2020.  

That’s another incentive to get back into the swing of things 

very soon!                 -Co-President Karen 

 

 

 

 

 

November is your birthday month!  HAPPY BIRTHDAY: 

Past President Sherrie Yoshimura – November 25 

Co-President Cathy Brown – November 29 

  

 

 



I hope you all are doing well in this prolonged isolation.  Things are the 

same here; in the long run, Al is probably a little worse, but days run 

into each other.  Laundry has increased, hmmm.  But I am so grateful 

for the biweekly nurse visits and the home health aide. 

A week ago I took 14 quilts to Olive Crest.  And since have already 

finished two, with two in the works.  It does help with the loneliness.  

Thinking of you with love.     

-Beth Irish 

 

 

From Cathy “grabbing a quick vacation” 

Hi Doris.  Tim and I are doing a golf week in Mammoth and Tahoe.  

Hopefully the golf in Wisconsin will still be a go.                

–Co-President Cathy Brown 

 

 

Thank you to Susan Browne Rosenberg for taking the Editor role for 

our PLAN AHEAD for September and October issues.  Very nice job.  

Now if our plans do not go awry AGAIN, Susan will reprise the Editor 

role later in the year.  Hey it was a nice break for me and I think we all 

enjoyed Susan’s perspective and the work she put in to those two 

newsletters!   

Much appreciated, “Jersey Girl!”               -Editor Doris Churry 

 

“Soroptimists Bright Past and Brilliant 

Future” was presented at our Zoom on 

October 7, 2020.   The overview 

touched upon: Who we are and what we do; newest African 

Federation June 2020; SI President’s Appeal, “The Road to 

Equality”; miscellaneous SI topics and the Soroptimist 100th 

Anniversary Campaign.   

                  -Thank you Dawn Marie Lemonds, SI Board Member!  



 

We took a driving trip near the end of September, just for 

something to do.  We went as far south as Taos, New Mexico.  

On the way back, I saw a road that took us to Fort Bowie.  We 

turned off the 10 freeway and came to the town of Bowie, 

named after the man who made the Bowie Knife.  Nothing much 

to the town but we found a sign saying Fort Bowie, 13 miles.  We 

traveled about 10 miles on a narrow asphalt road.  It ended onto 

a dirt and rock road.  3 miles later, travelling about 5 to 7 miles 

an hour, we came to a sign saying it was a walking trail, 1 ½ miles 

to the Fort.  Under that sign, “Fort Bowie closed due to the 

pandemic”.  The map showed the road kept going until it hit a 

state highway.  We took it and traveled about 15 miles on dirt 

and rocks, twice as bad as the last 3 miles to the Fort.  Lyn and I 

sighed with relief when we came to the state highway, which 

took us back to the 10, another 15 or 16 miles.  Other than that, it was a great experience!      

                  -Ella Manor 

 

The pandemic has changed my work schedule.  I now work from 

home and am not traveling.  This is allowing me more time with 

my children and adorable granddaughter.  She brings me such 

joy.  Here’s little Chloe as Minnie Mouse in the mirror.   

                 –Lorraine Morris, SI Inland Valley 

 

Every year, Chris and I spend the summer in Mill Valley, in the 

Bay Area.  We have friends and family there so it is always fun 

and of course the weather is wonderful (a little cold for me but 

Chris loves it).  This year we stayed home because it would be 

easier to quarantine in this house instead of the small condo in 

Mill Valley. 

We really have had a reasonably good time after all.  During the COVID we have put a new roof 

on the house; that took about 3 months due to the virus and the workforce.  We felt safe because 

the workmen were up on the roof; not near us.  Also, because we had the house re-landscaped 

in January/February it was good for us to be here so that we could keep an eye on watering all 

the new plants and trees.  Some of the really enjoyable times were 3 different visits from my son 



Stephen and wife Monalisa and my 3 grandchildren.  They would come to visit from Berkeley and 

stay about 4 days.  Most of those visits were swimming for hours at a time and eating – a lot! 

Chris and I spend about 40 minutes each day doing exercises in the 

pool and that is a lot of work and a real treat.  We feel very fortunate 

that we don’t know anyone personally with the virus or who died 

from the virus.  We have only eaten one lunch in a restaurant since 

March 6.  We had to eat outside and I thought I’d die from the heat 

so we retreated back into the house for all meals.  We have watched 

many wonderful TV series like The Outlander and Schitt’s Creek, and 

are now struggling through the Handmaids Tale (not sure what I 

think about this one so far).   

I really miss our “in person” club meetings and events and hope we 

can resume soon.  Miss you all as we continue to “age in place”.    

                      –Marie Newton 

 

Becky Goebel has accepted the nomination for the open seat on the SIA 

Board of Directors, for 2021-2023.  “This is indeed an honor and if I am 

elected, I would continue to serve as my best little Soroptimist self, 

promoting the Best for Women in every available aspect!”       -BG 

At our District 2 Fall Meeting, October 24, 9-11am I was a presenter on 

Membership and gave out awards at the Saturday morning session.  I hope 

you Zoomed in and supported me as a first-time presenter on 

Membership!  Thanks!   Sorry ‘bout the mic noise.        –Becky Goebel 

 

THANK YOU LETTER FROM A HOUSE OF HOPE GRADUATE 

Thank you Soroptimists.  I just want to write this to you to 

express how I feel.  I learned how to feel here and I want to 

tell you how grateful I am to be able to come here.  I didn’t 

have much hope when I arrived.  I was in a bad place mentally 

and my addiction had caught up with me and I decided on my 

own to get help.  The staff helped me get better.  They were patient and loving and very caring 

towards me.  Thanks again for your help.        –L. O.     



Soroptimist Golden West Region District 2 ZOOM Fall Meeting 

Friday evening and Saturday morning, October 23 and 24, 2020 

-Susan Browne Rosenberg and Becky Goebel 
Public Awareness Directors 

 

This year’s District 2 Fall Meeting was hosted on Zoom by our District 2 Director, Samantha Dewing.  There were 
48 participants from over a half dozen different clubs.  While smaller in numbers than prior years, we all enjoyed 
seeing each other’s smiling faces and different home settings.  Our club had six participants: your two Public 
Awareness Co-Directors Susan and Becky, Doris Churry, Betsy Kreger, Rose Mary Jameson and Janice Heronema.  
The meeting was only two hours and was preceded by a one hour cocktail hour the night before also on Zoom.  

 

Past governor Gloria Hill provided the inspiration.  Governor Laurie Moses’ message was entitled “A Leap of 
Faith”.  Laurie announced that the SIA contribution to the Live Your Dream Awards would be $277,000.  Nearly 
13,000 women have received over $18.5 million through the Live Your Dream Awards.  73,000 girls have 
participated in over 2,300 Dream It, Be It projects.  The BIG GOAL is to reach four to five times more women and 
girls.  There will be a DREAM BIG Announcement in the spring of 2021.   

The SIA 100th Anniversary celebration will be October 1-3, 2021.  There is a new 100th Anniversary logo. The 
District is hoping that the Spring Conference in May 2021 will be in person at the Twin Arrows Resort and Casino 
in Flagstaff, Arizona.  The next SI Conference will be Dublin, Ireland July 27-29, 2023.  Start saving your pennies.   

Our own Becky Goebel stepped up and volunteered to be on the GWR Public Awareness Committee.  Becky also 
serves on the GWR Membership Committee and presented to the District.  As you know, membership growth is 

a central part of our organization’s strategy for success. In strengthening our membership, we prepare together 
for the future of our organization as we look to the next 100 years of Soroptimist. 



GWR Membership Committee presentation at Fall Meeting Zoom by Becky Goebel 

“As a member of the Membership Committee for GWR District 2, I have learned that we are fortunate to have 
some extremely talented people on our SIA staff and they have put together some tools for clubs to pick a nd 

choose from to help us reach our membership goals in these extraordinary times. It’s called Soroptimist Forward, 
a digital toolkit. I encourage you to check it out by going to the Soroptimist website, click on “For Clubs  and 

Members” and scroll down to “Your Digital Toolkit” button. 

The digital toolkit has an abundance of tools for all aspects of club life, but, I want to focus on the membership 
tools provided.  The membership toolkit addresses the following questions: 

1. How do we forge the sense of friendship and fellowship in a virtual setting so that we can remain engaged 
in our Soroptimist Clubs even when we may not be able to gather in person? 
 

2. What does member engagement look like in a digital space?  
 

3. What tools and technology can support us in connecting with Soroptimist and in our clubs and beyond? 
Here is the link for the digital toolkit:  

https://Soroptimist.org/for-clubs-and-members/digital-toolkit/index.html 

I look forward to working with all clubs in D2 to support them in how to maintain and grow our membership.”  

 

    

  

Liz Glowka presented information about the 2019-2021 SI President’s Appeal.  President Sharon Fisher from SI 

Vancouver, British Columbia, has termed the president’s appeal, “The Road to Equality”.  There are multiple parts 
of this road:  

1. The elimination of Child Marriage under the age of 18 (12 Million girls affected) 

2. Ending Female Genital Mutilation (200 M women and girls worldwide) 
3. Domestic Violence (35% of women around the world) 
4. Rights of Older Women (65+) and Poverty and Discrimination 
5. Migration (271 M worldwide) 
6. Human Trafficking 

 

    

   

Our SIPD club has budgeted $100 to the SI President’s Appeal and we gave zero dollars in 2019-2020 Club Giving 

last year, due to COVID circumstances.  All these issues are huge for women here and globally.  We suggest that 
perhaps our club could do a little more on these issues in the coming year, if our budgetary status will permit.   

You can read more about these issues here:  https://www.soroptimistinternational.org/members-area/si-
resources/  

Finally, GWR wants to track our online voices with hashtags.  When posting to Facebook or Instagram about 

Soroptimist please add #GWRSoroptimistsRock and #GWR2020Vision. 

 

https://soroptimist.org/for-clubs-and-members/digital-toolkit/index.html
https://www.soroptimistinternational.org/members-area/si-resources/
https://www.soroptimistinternational.org/members-area/si-resources/


                                   “GOOD MORNING MRS. BAUMAN!” 

    

Ladies!  My heart is full knowing that you are able to support the needs of my little smarties!  This 

is a very difficult time for all of us, however, we truly have no idea of the class full impact distance 

learning is having on our students.  We all need human contact, but, 

children are still learning about the world around them based on their daily 

contact with the people in their lives.  For the most part, this contact has 

stopped. 

They are with me for four hours via Zoom each day.  We can only see and 

hear each other and on some days, even this is challenging.  The children 

have many connection issues.  Their internet is spotty at best.  They work 

in noisy rooms with many people and often cannot hear the lessons being 

taught.  Your donation of headphones with microphones will help 

immensely.  Not only will they be able to hear me, I will be able to hear them!  There is an 

additional benefit to them wearing headphones; headphones will tether them to their iPads.  This 

means that I have a better chance at getting their attention!  After all, they are children and it is 

very easy for them to become distracted and wander away.  Corded headphones will remind 

them of the task at hand.  For these reasons, these headphones will make a noticeable impact in 

their daily engagement.  

Once again, I am genuinely overwhelmed by your generosity.  We will put your gift to use right 

away.  Thank you again.               –Patsy Bauman, Teacher 

 

 

PRESIDENT CATHY ON “HEADSET-DELIVERY DAY” LAST WEEK! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  THE ART OF TABLESCAPING 

-Lorraine Morris, SI Inland Valley 

Although Halloween is going to be 

different this year, I felt it was still 

important to decorate.  Looks like my 

neighborhood feels the same way even 

though we won’t have trick or treaters 

banging on our doors.  My family has 

seven grandkids that are used to 

gathering and hitting the streets for tons 

of candy loot.  This year we are gathering 

at one house and doing bedroom door 

trick or treating (!).  Maybe that will 

become a new tradition. 

This year’s Halloween tablescape keeps 

with a strong orange, black and white 

theme.  Over the years I have assembled 

these pieces from my favorite shopping 

haunts: Big Lots, Michaels, Home Goods, 

Hobby Lobby and Target.  I love my little 

“scary pumpkin” nestled in my flower 

vase of black hydrangeas, baby’s breath and orange accents.  It is actually a prop from a photo booth set.  Napkins 

and napkins rings came from Stein Mart.  I am really going to miss that store – victim of COVID crisis.  I just love 

the black and white plates I got from Home Goods one year.  I use them for formal dinners and my New Year’s 

tablescape.  Added some new gnomes to the Halloween mantle.  They had such cute ones this year!  Mantles 

need depth and height so always looking for things to provide those components.  I found the bats at Kirkland 

last month and just couldn’t resist.  They are hanging from commander hooks so no wall damage.  I also love my 
2-tier tray which allows me to switch out decorations for every holiday and brings the decorating into the kitchen.  



PALM DESERT AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

-Betsy Kreger 

We had 18 Chamber members participate in this October meeting.  

Pam Scannell is the new CEO of the Chamber.  She is a welcome 

addition.   Pam stressed the importance of getting COVID tested to 

help keep Riverside County in the red zone.  We will all enjoy 

meeting her in December as our SIPD program speaker! 

Deborah Schwartz Glickman and Kathleen Kelly reported on Palm 

Desert City happenings: 

(1) Businesses on El Paseo are cooperating with the 

city to add outdoor dining.  Lupine Lane is closed to 

create a large outdoor dining area.    

(2) Borrego Health is offering COVID testing at the City 

Hall every other Tuesday from 7:00 to 11:00.  

https://www.cityofpalmdesert.org/components/news/news/15157/17?backlist=%2f   

(3) With virtual events, more people are participating, even from people living in other states and 

countries. https://discoverpalmdesert.com/events 

(4) They encourage all to check out the city’s web page. 

Lisa Napolitano from Coachella Valley Small Business Development Center talked about what is 

happening to increase the Chamber’s goal of promotion: (1) increasing members’ knowledge on 

how to be more successful through learning and training, (2) creating networking groups of 

members with like interests, and (3) creating an Information Clearing House “library” of videos, 

pod casts and tip sheets.   

With regards to networking groups, I suggested that the non-profit members should get together 

to brainstorm how to reach our donors virtually.  Natalie Angrisani from American Business 

Women’s Association agreed with this idea.  So we will work with Pam and Lisa to get this going. 

Pam would like to have a video “Member’s Spotlight” as part of the Chamber website.  I came 

away really excited with all the Chamber ideas presented at this meeting.   

 

MAKE A COVID TEST 

APPOINTMENT 

CALL 833-624-1097 

NOVEMBER 10 AND 24, 2020 

https://discoverpalmdesert.com/events


NEWS ABOUT TOWN! 

-Deborah Glickman, Business Advocate 
City of Palm Desert 

 
Hi SIPD.  I hope that everyone is having a nice fall.  Here is an update 
on some of the things happening in the City of Palm Desert.  
 
The City is pleased to announce the opening of Lupine Plaza, a new 
open-air dining destination that was created as part of its efforts to 
support local businesses and diners. Lupine Plaza takes advantage 

of Palm Desert’s beautiful weather and the closure of a one-block section of an underutilized 
street – Lupine Lane, to provide a safe and charming new space for al fresco dining and 
refreshments.  Seating is available on a first-come, first-served basis, from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m.  For 
more information visit www.discoverpalmdesert.com/lupine-plaza. 
 
Lupine Plaza is part of Unite Palm Desert, a City-wide campaign to ensure that our community 
flourishes during and after the pandemic.  Included in the Unite Palm Desert campaign is more 
than $100,000 in grants that were approved by the City Council for restaurants to expand their 
outdoor dining footprint.   
 
On another note, as we all know, the County of Riverside stepped back in the State’s COVID color 
coded tier system to the Purple tier about two weeks ago.  It is required that the County remain 
in the tier for at least three weeks, which means that the earliest that the County can move back 
into the Red tier is November 10.   As a result of the move in tiers, the County of Riverside 
continues to encourage the community to get COVID-19 tested, and has scheduled pop-up 
testing sites throughout the Coachella Valley.  The more people that get tested the more chance 
we have at slowing down the spread of the virus and opening the County back up.  To learn more 
about where to get tested and how to schedule an appointment, visit 
www.gettested.ruhealth.org. 
 
Finally, as we approach the holidays and a season of gift giving, it is time to think about shopping 
locally.  Instead of ordering gifts online, please consider visiting, doing curbside pick-up or getting 
delivery from one of our many Palm Desert or Coachella Valley businesses.  Let’s help our local 
businesses of all sizes as much as we can.   
 
Wishing everyone a happy Thanksgiving and as always, thanking you all for all of the important 
work that you do in the community.  You are making a difference! 
 
As always, please feel free to reach out to me if I can be of any help at all.  I can be reached at 
dglickman@cityofpalmdesert.org.   
 
  

http://www.discoverpalmdesert.com/lupine-plaza
http://www.gettested.ruhealth.org/
mailto:dglickman@cityofpalmdesert.org


LORI’S WHIRLD – The official SIPD BLOG 

                                                         “Ollie, Ollie Oxen Free”                                              -Lori Oliver 

If you are reading this on the 1st of November, just know, I wrote it mid-October which 

is to say it is old news.  It is 2020, which will surely go down in history as one of the 

most challenging years ever.  A perfect storm of epidemiological, political, climatic 

and financial turbulence second to none, outside of declared world war.  But this year, 

like previous years, is merely the outermost layer of a deep, rich compost bed of 

history that lies beneath us and it too will break down and be transformed into simpler 
elements barely resembling its current self.  Nothing keeps time from passing. 

My dad, Leonard E. Oliver, was born in 1920.  This Sunday, October 18, 2020 (that’s 

two weeks ago to you) would have been his 100th birthday.  He was one of those dads who made choices that 

would benefit his family, even if it meant sacrificing his fantasy life plan of being a beach bum in Hawaii.  I picture 

his sacrificed-dream-life like that of James Garner’s character, Jim Rockford, of “The Rockford Files,” living in a 

trailer on the beach, taking interesting assignments like hunting down bad guys, and teaching cocky young punks 

that “Poker is not just a game of cards, it’s a game of people.” 

Now that I think of it, my dad also had a bit of Bret Maverick in him.  No small 

coincidence that he resembled, somewhat, James Garner who our family met during 

a movie filming, and who was a mentor to my sister, Julie.  Both men were handsome, 

funny, and charming—the real ladies-man type.  Our dad was loyal to the bone to my 

mother and his three daughters.  In fact, Julie shares a birthday with him, and Cindy 

was born ten years and ten days later, making me the middle child.  As such, I was 

always his favorite, although I was instructed never to let the others know our little 
secret.  You guessed it, my sisters were told the same thing.  Oh, daddy. 

Yes, I called my father Daddy my whole life, never caring to call him by his common name, Ollie.  Cindy has 

adopted his name, however, using “Ollie” when, for whatever reason, “Cindy” doesn’t suit her needs.  He died 

on May 17, 2003, at age 83, of lung cancer.  He hadn’t smoked for many decades before his death, but he smoked 

from a very early age, and even if he had not been an early adopter there would have been no escaping the 

second-hand smoke because, with few exceptions, his friends, co-workers, and his wife were all committed 
smokers. 

One of Daddy’s passions was composting.  He loved turning grass cl ippings and leaves into rich soil.  Every fall, 

right around his birthday, he would plant tulips.  Then in February, when the gray Oregon sky would trigger his 

seasonal affective disorder he would head south to Desert Hot Springs where he would soak in mineral pools, get 

warm, tan, and lose anywhere from 10-20 pounds of SAD fat.  More than once, he would return to Oregon only 
to have missed his precious tulip bloom. 

So what will I do to honor his life, and celebrate his big ten-0?  I am going to plant 100 bulbs, of all sorts.  Daffodils, 

crocus, hyacinth, and of course tulips.  I will also eat chocolate cake, his favorite and mine.  And I’ll probably pour 

a bit of scotch into a glass, hold my nose, and quickly down what tastes to me like someone rinsed out an ashtray 

and left the butts still burning.  Then I’ll deal out the cards and play a few hands of Solitaire because “Solitaire is 

not just a game of cards, it’s a game of person.” 

 


